§ 236-b. Rural health council. 1. There shall be established wthin
the office a rural health council to be conposed of twenty-one nenbers
who shall be appointed by the governor, with ten of these nenbers
appoi nted as foll ows:

a. four nenbers upon the recommendati on of the tenporary president of
t he senate;

b. one nenber upon the recomendation of the mnority |eader of the
senat e;

c. four nenbers upon the recommendati on of the speaker of the
assenbly; and

d. one nmenber upon the recommendation of the mnority | eader of the
assenbl y.

Vacanci es in the nenbership of such council shall be filled by the
appropriate appointing authority. The governor shall select a
chai rperson from anong the nenbers of the council. The menbers of the
council shall be reflective of the state's rural areas, as defined in
subdi vi si on seven of section four hundred ei ghty-one of the executive
| aw, and shall include representatives of health care providers that
conprise the health care delivery systemin the state's rural areas,
i ndividuals with expertise in clinical and adm nistrative aspects of
health care delivery, health care financing and rei nbursenent, health
care regul ation, public health, health planning, health workforce
educati on, and behavi oral health.

2. The rural health council shall be responsible for advising the
commi ssioner with respect to all aspects of rural health care and rural
health care delivery including, but not limted to, the inpact of
proposed prograns, statutes, regulations and health care rei nbursenent
policies. The rural health council shall also assist the office with its
responsibilities as delineated in section two hundred thirty-six of this
title; contribute to the biennial report required pursuant to section
two hundred thirty-seven of this title, and act as liaison and advocate



on rural health matters.

3. The rural health council shall reconmend to the departnent
cost-effective ways to obtain tinely data on the status of the health
care workforce supply in rural areas. At |east once every three years
the rural health council shall, in conjunction with the office, submt a
report to the regional econom c devel opnment councils on the status of
the health care workforce supply in their respective regions to the
extent data on the health care workforce supply is avail able.

4. Staff support for the rural health council shall be provided for by
the office as provided for in section two hundred thirty-six of this
title.

5. The rural health council shall neet as frequently as its business
may require, but not less than two tinmes a year. Meetings may be call ed
by the chairperson at the request of the commi ssioner.

6. The entirety of each neeting of the rural health council shall be
live webcast to the public on the departnent's website, and archived on
the departnent's website, for a period of no Il ess than two years, within
twenty-four hours of the adjournnent of the |ast neeting. The depart nent
shall provide notice to the public, via the departnent's website, of the
availability of the live webcast of each such neeting.

7. The menbers of the rural health council shall receive no
conpensation for their services, but shall be allowed their actual and
necessary expenses incurred in the performance of their duties
her eunder .



