§ 236. Charles D. Cook office of rural health created. There is
hereby created the Charles D. Cook office of rural health within the
state departnent of health. Such office shall:

1. Integrate and coordi nate selected state health care grant and | oan
prograns established specifically for rural health care providers and
residents. As part of this function, the office shall develop a
coordi nated application process for use by rural providers,
muni cipalities and others in seeking funds and/or technical assistance
on pertinent rural health care progranms and services. The office shal
al so work to pronote the usage of the Rural Assistance Information
Network (RAIN) to assist rural providers and others in obtaining
i nformati on on fundi ng and/ or technical assistance for rural health care
progranms and servi ces.

2. Apply for grants, and accept gifts fromprivate and public sources
for research to inprove and enhance rural health care services and
facilities. The office shall also pronote rural health research in
uni versities and col |l eges.

3. Together with the rural health council, serve as |iaison and
advocate for the departnent on rural health matters. This function shal
i nclude the provision of staff support to the rural health council and
t he establishnent of appropriate program|inkages with related federal,
state, and | ocal agencies and prograns such as the office of rural
affairs, the agricultural extension service and m grant health services.

4. Assist nedical schools and state agencies to devel op conprehensive
prograns to inprove rural health personnel supply by pronoting rural
clinical training and curriculuminprovenent, and dissem nating rura
health career information to high school and coll ege students.

5. Pronote comunity strategic planning or new or inproved health care
delivery systens and networks in rural areas. Strategi c network planning
and devel oprment may i ncl ude such considerati ons as personnel, capital
facilities, reinbursenent, prinmary care, long termcare, acute care,
rehabilitative, preventive, and related services on the health



conti nuum

6. Review the inpact of prograns, regulations, and health care
rei mbur senent policies on rural services delivery and access.



