* § 2171. Required offering of hepatitis C screening testing. 1.
Every individual age ei ghteen and ol der (or younger than eighteen if
there is evidence or indication of risk activity) who receives health
services as an inpatient or in the energency departnment of a general
hospi tal defined in subdivision ten of section twenty-ei ght hundred one
of this chapter or who receives primary care services in an outpatient
department of such hospital or in a diagnostic and treatnent center
| i censed under article twenty-eight of this chapter or froma physician,
physi ci an assistant, nurse practitioner or mdw fe providing prinmary
care shall be offered a hepatitis C screening test unless the health
care practitioner providing such services reasonably believes that:

(a) the individual is being treated for a |ife threatening energency;
or

(b) the individual has previously been offered or has been the subject
of a hepatitis C screening test (except that a test shall be offered if
ot herwi se indicated); or

(c) the individual |acks capacity to consent to a hepatitis C
screening test.

2. If an individual accepts the offer of a hepatitis C screening test
and the screening test is reactive, an HCV RNA test nust be perforned,
on the same specinmen or a second specinen collected at the sane tinme as
the initial HCV screening test specinmen, to confirmdiagnosis of current
i nfection. The health care provider shall either offer all persons with
a detectable HCV RNA test foll owup HCV health care and treatnent or
refer the individual to a health care provider who can provide follow up
HCV health care and treatnent.

3. The offering of hepatitis C screening testing under this section
shall be culturally and linguistically appropriate in accordance with
rul es and regul ati ons pronul gated by the commi ssi oner.

4. This section shall not affect the scope of practice of any health
care practitioner or dimnish any authority or |egal or professional
obligation of any health care practitioner to offer a hepatitis C
screening test or hepatitis C diagnostic test or to provide services or
care for the subject of a hepatitis C screening test or hepatitis C



di agnostic test.

5. Definitions. As used in this section, the follow ng terns shal
have the foll owi ng nmeani ngs:

(a) "Hepatitis C diagnostic test" shall nean any | aboratory test or
tests that detect the presence of hepatitis Cvirus in the blood and
provi des confirmati on of whether the individual has a hepatitis C virus
i nfection.

(b) "Hepatitis C screening test" shall mean any | aboratory screening
test or tests that detect the presence of hepatitis C virus antibodies
in the bl ood.

(c) "Primary care" nmeans the nedical fields of fam |y nedicine,
general pediatrics, primary care, internal nedicine, prinmary care
obstetrics, or primary care gynecol ogy, without regard to board
certification.
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