8§ 2145. Rabi es; services and expenses of suppression. 1. The county
health authority is responsible for the services and expenses necessary
for the suppression of human rabies. Suppression of human rabies shal
i ncl ude, but not be limted to:

(a) availability at all times for pronpt investigation of reports of
possi bl e exposures to rabies of people, pets, or donestic |ivestock
occurring within the county, and to render authorization for hunan
post exposure treatnment,

(b) maki ng arrangenents for appropriate disposition of the aninals
i nvol ved, including confinenment and observation, quarantines,
vacci nati on boosters, or euthanasia and testing,

(c) collection, preparation and subm ssion of aninal specinens to a
| abor at ory approved by the comm ssioner for rabies diagnhosis,

(d) verifying ternms of confinenent, observation and quaranti nes,

(e) authorized human postexposure treatnment under the conditions
herei nafter specified, except that third party coverage or
i ndemni fication shall first be applied against the cost of treatnent,
and

(f) operation of rabies vaccination clinics free of charge for dogs,
cats and donesticated ferrets owned by persons with | ocal residence.

2. Under the conditions specified below, the county health authority
is responsi ble for authorized human postexposure treatnent for al
persons exposed within the county, regardless of the |ocation of the
person's residence; except in any case where the person's county of
resi dence has agreed to be responsible for such treatnent in accordance
with the provisions of this title. In addition, for persons with | ocal
resi dence who are exposed to rabies in New York city or out of state,
the county health authority is responsible for that portion of treatnent
that occurs after such persons return to their |ocal residences.

3. Human postexposure treatnment specifically authorized by the county
health authority shall be rendered by the provider or providers sel ected
by the county health authority, |located within the county or the
vicinity thereof, and shall be considered sufficient authorization for
pre-approval by the person's health insurance carrier or nanaged care
plan if pre-approval is required, and shall be approved, by the health



i nsurance carrier or managed care plan, provided that:

(a) any person may, at his or her option, be treated at his or her own
expense by the health care provider of his or her choice wthout
approval by the county health authority,

(b) the county health authority may, at its option, assune financial
responsibility for necessary treatnent rendered by other providers;
provi ded, however, that the county health authority shall not be
obligated to assune financial responsibility if notified after the
conpletion of treatnent. If evidence of approval of the county health
authority has not been provided, health care providers mnmust report
initiation of rabies postexposure prophylaxis within twenty-four hours
of the first treatnent,

(c) the county shall authorize initial treatnment froma provider or
provi ders geographically accessible to the |ocation of the exposed
person at the tine that treatnent is deternmined to be necessary, and

(d) the county shall authorize post-initial treatnent froma provider
or providers geographically accessible to the exposed person's residence
if the person returns to his or her residence during the course of
treat nent.

4. Consent by any person to hunman postexposure treatnent authorized by
the county health authority shall constitute assignnment of any third
party health benefits to the county health authority and perm ssion for
the person's health care and i nsurance providers to rel ease nedi cal and
financial information regarding the treatnent to the county health
authority.

5. Health care and insurance providers shall conply with any requests
by the county health authority for information regardi ng human
post exposure treatnent rendered to an enrol |l ee whose treatnent was
aut hori zed by the county health authority.

5-a. Health care providers shall accept paynents by the county health
authority for human postexposure treatnent at a rate set by the
commi ssi oner; provided that such rei nbursenment shall be no less than the
Medi caid rate.



6. Under the terns of this title, the county health authority is not
responsi bl e for:

(a) services and expenses of hunman postexposure treatnent that were
not specifically authorized by the county health authority, except for
conpletion of treatnent for their residents exposed and started on
rabies treatnment in New York city or el sewhere outside of New York
state. Treatnent started in New York city shall be confirnmed as
necessary treatnent by the New York city departnment of health and nental
hygi ene, or the departnent,

(b) services and expenses of nedical treatnment unrelated to the
prevention of rabies infection such as wound suturing and neasures to
control bacterial infection of bite wounds, and

(c) expenses of preexposure rabies vaccination.

7. Aclinic for rabies vaccination for dogs, cats and donesti cated
ferrets of persons with |ocal residence shall be conducted at |east
every four nonths within the county under the direction of the county
governnment, by the health officials of the county and the several |ocal
health districts within a county. Donations nay be requested but not
required at the clinics. Any listing of costs in clinic announcenents or
advertisenments nust indicate that vaccinations are avail able free of
charge, and that donations are optional. Counties may at their option
provi de vaccination clinic services to persons w thout county residence,
and may require a fee based on cost fromthese persons.

8. Clains for services and expenses, approved by the county shall be
paid by the fiscal officer of the county fromfunds in his or her
cust ody upon presentation of such claim w thout further or other audit
or may be paid pursuant to the | ocal finance |aw.



