§ 2141. Conpul sory vaccination. 1. Every dog, cat and donesti cated
ferret shall be actively inmunized against rabies in accordance with
regul ati ons pronul gated by the conm ssioner. Every dog, cat and
donmesticated ferret shall have all initial vaccinations admnistered no
| ater than four nonths after birth. Every dog, cat and donesti cated
ferret shall have a second vaccination within one year of the first.
Ternms of subsequent vaccine admi nistration and duration of imunity nust
be in conpliance with USDA |icenses of vaccines used. The veterinarian
i mruni zi ng or supervising any person authorized by |law to i muni ze such
ani mal shall provide the owner with a certificate of inmunization
consistent with the requirenents of section one hundred nine of the
agriculture and markets |law. The veterinarian inmunizing or supervising
any person authorized by law to i muni ze such aninal shall provide any
public health official with the certificate of inmunization in any case
i nvolving a dog, cat or donesticated ferret which has been or nay have
been exposed to rabies or in any case of possible exposure of a person
or another animal to rabies.

2. Subdivision one of this section shall not apply to any feral animal
or any dog, cat or donesticated ferret:

(a) that is transported through the state and renmains in the state
fifteen days or fewer;

(b) confined to the prem ses of an incorporated society devoted to the
care of |lost, stray or honel ess ani mal s;

(c) for which vaccination agai nst rabi es woul d adversely affect the
animal's health, as determned by a |icensed veterinarian; or

(d) confined for the purposes of research to the prem ses of a college
or other educational or research institution.

3. (a) Every veterinarian providing treatnent to a dog, cat or
donesticated ferret shall verify, in accordance wi th standards
established by the conm ssioner, if such animal is actively immunized
agai nst rabies or is exenpt under subdivision two of this section. If
active i mrmuni zati on or exenption cannot be verified, the veterinarian
shall immuni ze the animal at the owner's request.

(b) I'f the animal is exenpt fromthe provisions of subdivision one of
this section, pursuant to paragraph (c) of subdivision two of this



section, the veterinarian shall provide the owner of the dog, cat or
donesticated ferret with a certified statenment verifying that the ani nal
is exenpt from i mmuni zati on because the i muni zati on woul d adversely
affect the health of the animal, and verifying the nature and duration
of such exenption. The certified statenent shall be in a form prescribed
by the conm ssioner and shall be consistent with the requirenents of
section one hundred nine of the agriculture and markets |aw. Medi cal
exenptions are to be renewed on an annual basis.

4. The owning of a dog, cat or donesticated ferret by any person in
vi ol ati on of subdivision one of this section shall constitute a
violation, and shall be subject to a fine not to exceed two hundred
dollars for each offense.



