8§ 207. Health care and wel | ness educati on and outreach program 1.
There is hereby created within the departnent the health care and
wel | ness education and outreach program The departnment may conduct
education and outreach prograns for consuners, patients, educators,
including but not limted to elenentary and secondary school educators,
and health care providers relating to any health care natters the
comi ssi oner deens appropriate and:

(a) Various health conditions, diseases and health care procedures and
treatment options, including but not limted to those for breast,
cervical, colorectal, prostate, testicular, skin, and ovarian cancer,
shaken baby syndrone, reflex synpathetic dystrophy syndronme and
post - pol i 0 sequel ae.

(b) Recomended preventative and wel | ness practices and servi ces,

i ncl udi ng evi dence based age and gender appropriate testing and
screeni ng exans and i mmuni zati on schedul es.

(c) Lynphedema and | ynphatic di sease, an abnormal swelling of the
extremties including the causes, synptons of prinmary |ynphedens,
secondary | ynphedenma and | ynphati c di sease, prevention, early diagnosis,
options for treatnment and therapy, long-termchronic care issues, the
val ue of early detection, possible options for treatnent including their
benefits and risks, and other relevant information and the
reconmendati on that hospitals treating breast cancer patients inplenent
a | ynphedena al ert program by placing a bright pink wistband on the
patient's affected arm Links to national |ynphedema and | ynphatic
di sease organi zations shall be provided as part of the infornmational
sumary and el ectronically through the departnent’'s websites.

(d) The need for and inportance of organ and tissue donati on,

i ncluding living donation, including information about being registered
as an organ and tissue donor and executing docunents of gift under
article forty-three of this chapter; and information to increase patient
under st andi ng about the nedical option of transplant and its
desirability. The departnment shall consult with the transplant counci

on the production of any such information and ensure that such
information is culturally and linguistically appropriate for al
reci pi ents.

(e) The comm ssioner shall establish a statew de advance care pl anni ng
canpai gn to:



(i) pronote public awareness of hospice and palliative care services;
and palliative care options for patients with a termnal illness or
condi ti on;

(ii) informthe public of the inportance of advance care pl anning and
the individual's right to direct and participate in health care
deci sions affecting the individual;

(iii) educate individuals on the tools available to ensure their
heal th care deci sions are honored; and

(iv) the need and inportance for consuners and patients to have an
advance directive, particularly a health care proxy, and the need and
i nportance for health care providers to play a | eadership role in
di scussing end-of-life care preferences and values with patients and to
provi de patients with health care proxy forns.

(f) Uerine fibroids, an abnormal grow h that occurs in the uterus,

i ncludi ng the causes and synptons of uterine fibroids, the val ue of
early detection, possible options for treatnent including their benefits
and risks, information on the elevated risk for mnority wonen and ot her
rel evant infornmation.

(g) Inproving birth outcones, including the inportance of
preconceptional care, early prenatal care, considerations of health
ri sks during pregnancy, considerations of benefits and risks of | abor
and delivery options including, but not imted to, vagi nal and cesarean
section delivery, elective or repeat cesarean sections, and appropriate
use of drugs during delivery. There shall al so be education and outreach
concerning spina bifida, a permanently disabling birth defect occurring
at the end of the first nonth of pregnancy which involves the inconplete
devel opnent of the spinal cord or its coverings, and the inportance of
encouraging all wonmen in their child-bearing years to increase their
folic acid intake in order to reduce the incidence of spina bifida.

* (h) (i) Down syndrone including up-to-date and evi dence-based
i nformati on about Down syndrone, not limted to the follow ng:

(1) expected physical, devel opnental, educational, and psychosoci al
out cones;

(2) life expectancy;

(3) the clinical course description;

(4) expected intellectual and functional devel opnent;

(5) available intervention or treatnment options;



(6) information hotlines specific to Down syndrone;

(7) relevant resource centers or clearinghouses;

(8) national and | ocal Down syndrone organizations; and
(9) any other information the departnent deens necessary.

Such information shall be provided electronically through the
departnment's website.

(ii) The comm ssioner shall (1) exam ne and utilize existing practices
to ensure that the information provided under subparagraph (i) of this
paragraph is culturally and linguistically appropriate for al
recipients; and (2) neet with representatives fromthe Down syndrone
comunity as necessary to ensure such information is current.

* NB There are 3 par (h)'s

* (h) Drug-induced novenent disorders, including the inportance of
screening for and identifying synptons of drug-induced novenent
di sorders, treatnent for drug-induced novenent disorders, and
i nformati on on nmethods by which the stigna experienced by people living
Wi th drug-induced novenent disorders related to the treatnent of nenta
heal th conditions may be reduced or elimnated. Any such educati onal
materi al s dissem nated to healthcare providers shall be devel oped in
consultation with the comm ssioner of the office of nental health,

di ssem nated by the departnment in coordination with rel evant heal thcare
provi der groups, and shall include best practices for the treatnent and
screeni ng of novenent disorders informed by the Anerican Psychiatric
Associ ati on and ot her professional society practice guidelines.

* NB There are 3 par (h)'s

* (h) Births of infants with congenital heart defects, including
treatment recommendati ons, and any other information the comm ssioner
deens appropri ate.

* NB There are 3 par (h)'s

(i) About the short termand |ong term adverse health risks to adults
and children who becone overwei ght, obese or underwei ght. The
i nformati on shall include, but need not be limted to providing
citations to the departnent's website, as well as any other websites
provi ding i nformati on on the subject.

* (j) Maternal depression, including information about educati on,
screening, referral services, and possible options for treatnent.



* NB There are 2 par (j)'s

* (j) The eating disorders awareness and prevention program shall be
designed to pronote the awareness of eating disorders and avail abl e
services, as well as to prevent and reduce the incidence and preval ence
of eating disorders, especially anong children and adol escents.

* NB There are 2 par (j)'s

* (k) Donating umbilical cord blood to a public cord bl ood bank.

* NB There are 3 par (k)'s

* (k) The availability of individual, famly and group counseling
prograns, education prograns, and advocacy services provi ded at no cost
by governnental agencies and not-for-profit organi zations for victinms of
any sexual offense which constitutes a crinme and for victins of child
por nogr aphy pronotion or possessi on.

* NB There are 3 par (k)'s

* (k) The physical, sexual and psychol ogi cal consequences of
undergoi ng fenal e genital nutilation, including the practice of
"vacation cutting" whereby girls are sent out of state or the country to
undergo female genital nutilation, typically during school vacations.

* NB There are 3 par (k)'s

(1) The dangers of wonen's cancers, including ways to prevent and
severity of such diseases. For purposes of this paragraph, wonen's
cancers shall nean and include: cervical, endonetrial, gestational
trophobl astic tunor, ovarian, uterine sarconm, vaginal, and vul var.

* (m A Lyne disease and tick-borne infection awareness and prevention
program desi gned to pronote the awareness and preventi on net hods agai nst
Lyne di sease and tick-borne infections. Such information shall include
but not be |imted to guidelines and nethods of prevention, including
the safe use of recommended insect repellents, the best practices for
tick renoval, recommendations for the reduction of exposure to ticks and
appropriate course of action once atick is renoved fromthe body.

* NB There are 3 par (m's

* (m The departnent shall conduct such a programrelating to breast
density, which shall include, but not be limted to, educational
i nformati on regardi ng the neani ng and potential health consequences of
havi ng dense breast tissue, the inpact of dense breast tissue on
manmogr aphi ¢ screeni ng for breast cancer and suppl enental breast cancer
screeni ng techni ques, and provi de access to other educational websites



regardi ng dense breast tissue and literature regarding risk factors.

* NB There are 3 par (m's

* (m Lupus, a debilitating autoi mmune di sease that can cause
i nflammati on and ti ssue danmage to virtually any organ systemin the
body, including the skin, joints, other connective tissue, blood and
bl ood vessels, heart, |ung, kidney and brain, and which affects wonen,
particul arly wonen of color, in a disproportionate manner; provided that
the program shall include an advisory council under this section that
shal |l include representatives of people with |upus and their famlies
and health care providers who specialize in treating |upus, anong
ot hers.

* NB There are 3 par (m's

(n) Pediatric acute-onset neuropsychiatric syndrone, a clinical
di agnosi s given to children who have a sudden and dramati c onset of
neur opsychi atric synptons includi ng obsessi ve conpul sive di sorder and/or
eating disorder, and which nmay cause affected children to becone noody,
irritable and anxious, and to have difficulty with school work. Provided
that such program shall include an advisory council under this section
that shall include representatives of people with pediatric acute-onset
neur opsychiatric syndronme and their famlies and health care providers
who specialize in treating such syndronme, anong ot hers.

(o) For wonmen who nay becone pregnant, expectant parents and parents
of infants, information regarding:

(i) the incidence of cytonegal ovirus;

(ii) the transm ssion and risks of cytomegal ovirus to pregnant women
and wonmen who nay becone pregnant;

(iii) birth defects caused by congenital cytonegal ovirus;

(iv) nethods of diagnosing congenital cytonegal ovirus;

(v) the avail abl e preventive neasures to avoid the infection of wonen
who are pregnant or may becone pregnant; and

(vi) avail able nmethods of treating cytomegal ovirus and resources
available for famlies of children born with cytonegal ovirus.

* (p) Reproductive health conditions that affect female fertility,
including but not limted to polycystic ovary syndrome, endonetri osis,
and pelvic inflammtory di sease.

* NB There are 3 par (p)'s

* (p) Postnatal donation of tissue and fl uids.



* NB There are 3 par (p)'s

* (p) Preeclanpsia, including information about detection, risk
factors and managenent, and possi ble options for treatnent.

* NB There are 3 par (p)'s

(q) Myal gi c encephal onyelitis/chronic fatigue syndrone ("Me/ CFS"), a
mul ti-system di sease associ ated with neurol ogi cal, imunol ogi cal and
energy netabolisminpairnment characterized by | ong-standing and
debilitating fatigue.

* (r) For those who are experiencing pregnancy |oss or infant |oss,
whi ch shall for the purposes of this paragraph include but not be
limted to, miscarriage, stillbirth, or termnation for mnedical reasons,
i nformati on regarding:

(i) the potential nental and physical inpact fromsuch | oss; and

(ii) resources for support and foll ow up care.

* NB There are 4 par (r)'s

* (r) The physical, sexual, and psychol ogi cal inpact of nedical
procedures performed on intersex individuals, including those who have
not thensel ves consented to the procedure; provided that the departnent
shall consult with appropriate stakeholders, including, but not limted
to intersex persons, intersex-led organizations, and their chosen
advocates, while devel oping this outreach program

* NB There are 4 par (r)'s

* (r) Sickle cell disease including but not limted to screening,
prevention, and treatnment information. The departnent, through the
health equity council pursuant to section two hundred forty-three of
this article, or a successor council, shall consult with patients with
sickle cell disease and their famlies and health care providers
specializing in treating sickle cell disease, anong others, in the
production of any such information.

* NB There are 4 par (r)'s

* (r) Alzheinmer's disease and other related denentias; including
identification of denentia in health care facilities including but not
limted to hospitals, nursing homes, clinics and assisted |iving
facilities; comunity support services, including caregiver support
groups and services, respite, and care managenent; and resources and
i nformati on concerning Al zhei ner's di sease and any ot her denentia
related matters that the comm ssioner deens appropriate.



* NB There are 4 par (r)'s

* (s) Pronoting public awareness of the dangers of fatal and non-fatal
drowni ng, including but not limted to the unique risk factors and
exposures associated with infant and early drowning, childhood and
t eenage drowni ng and adult drowning, the disparate risk of drowning in
di sadvant aged conmunities identified pursuant to section 75-0111 of the
envi ronmental conservation |aw and with individuals with a nental
disability as defined by subdivision three of section 1.03 of the nental
hygi ene | aw, and nmethods to reduce the risks of drowning, including but
not limted to water safety instruction, swimlessons, and awareness of
wat er based ri sks.

* NB There are 2 par (s)'s

* NB Effective June 1, 2025

* (s) The inportance of good oral health, including but not limted
to, the inpact of oral disease, causes of oral disease and its
prevention, oral health across the |ifespan, the total body connecti on,
the value of early detection and the availability of oral health
services in the comunity.

* NB There are 2 par (s)'s

2. Prograns under this section, dealing with one or nore subjects, nay
i nclude but not be limted to any of the follow ng el enents:

(a) educational and informational materials in print, audio, visual,
el ectronic or other nedia;

(b) public service announcenents and adverti senments; and

(c) establishment of toll-free tel ephone hotlines and el ectronic
services to provide infornmation

3. The departnent may produce, nmeke available to others for
reproduction, or contract with others to devel op such materials
mentioned in this section as the conm ssioner deens appropriate. These
materials shall be made available to the public and to educators,
including but not limted to elementary and secondary school educators
free of charge as appropriate or for a fee under certain circunstances.
The conmi ssioner nay require where appropriate any health care provider
to make these materials available to patients.



4. In exercising any of his or her powers under this section, the
commi ssi oner may consult with appropriate health care professionals,
provi ders, consuners, educators and patients or organizations
representing them

5. The commi ssioner shall ensure that all information and materials
produced pursuant to this section are maintai ned and updated to refl ect
best practice reconmendati ons.

6. The conm ssioner nay appoint as appropriate advisory councils
relating to various natters that are or are proposed to be the subjects
of programs under this section. Al such councils shall include
representation of health care professionals, providers, educators,
consuners, patients and other appropriate interests. The nmenbers of the
councils shall receive no conpensation for their services, but shall be
al l owed their actual and necessary expenses incurred in performance of
their duties.

7. In addition to state funds appropriated for prograns under this
section, the comm ssioner may accept grants frompublic or private
sources for these progranms. The conm ssioner, in admnistering this
section, shall seek to coordinate the department's prograns wth other
public and private prograns, and nay undertake joint or cooperative
prograns with other public or private entities, including making grants
(wi thin anounts appropriated therefor and consistent with applicable
law) to public or not-for-profit entities.

8. The comm ssioner may nmake rul es and regul ati ons necessary and
appropriate for inplenentation of this section.



