8§ 2005. Legislative intent. 1. The legislature finds that Al zheiner's
di sease and rel ated denmenting illnesses which destroy certain vital
cells in the brain, currently affect nore than four hundred thousand New
Yorkers. Although these diseases are not limted to the elderly, nedical
researchers have projected that Al zheiner's di sease and rel ated di seases
of the brain will show a significant increase in nunbers to coincide
with the gromh in the population of the elderly. Because of the
inability of persons with Al zheiner's and rel ated denentias to live in
safety or undertake even the sinplest tasks of daily living wthout
cuei ng, assistance and/or supervision, this population requires a high
| evel of care throughout the noderate and advanced stages of the
di sease. The reconfiguration of the health care delivery system
currently underway necessitates special recognition of this patient
popul ati on which often, while sonetinmes ot herw se physically healthy,
dermands this high | evel of care because of their cognitive inpairnent
and ot her denentia synptons.

2. In response to the needs of New York state's Al zheiner's conmunity,
and stemmng fromwi thin this conmunity, a statew de network of
not-for-profit corporations have been established, dedicated
specifically to responding at the local level to the needs of this
comunity. This network provides inportant support and educati onal
services to caregivers of persons with Al zheiner's di sease. Eighty
percent of all Alzheimer's care is provided at honme and/or in the
comunity, and is delivered by famly caregivers. By supporting famly
caregivers and informal supports at home and in the conmunity, costly
institutionalization can be significantly del ayed or avoi ded alt oget her.
This results in a nore effective utilization of resources. It is the
intent of the legislature to encourage and foster such hone and
comuni ty- based assi stance through this existing network of
not-for-profit corporations. It is further inportant in this tinme of
changi ng resources and resource allocation, to encourage this network to
work closely with the departnent to ensure that the Al zheiner's
comunity is appropriately educated and included with respect to al
avail abl e health care options.



