§ 2004-a. Coordinating council for services related to Al zheinmer's
di sease and other denmentia. 1. There is hereby created in the departnent
of health a coordinating council for services related to Al zheiner's
di sease and other denentia, to facilitate interagency planning and
policy, review specific agency initiatives for their inpact on services
related to the care of persons with denentia and their famlies, and
provide a continuing forumfor concerns and discussion related to the
formul ati on of a conprehensive state policy relating to Al zheinmer's
di sease and services for persons with incurable denentia.

2. The council shall be conprised of twenty-one nenbers as foll ows:
t he conmi ssioner of health, the director of the state office for the
agi ng, the comm ssioner of children and fam |y services, the
conmmi ssi oner of education, the conmm ssioner of nental health and the
commi ssioner of the office for people with devel opnental disabilities
who shall serve ex officio and who nay desighate representatives to act
on their behalf. The governor shall appoint seven other nmenbers with
expertise in Al zheiner's disease, other denmentia or elder care issues,
at least two of whom shall represent not-for-profit corporations whose
primry purpose is to provide access to experts in the care of persons
with Al zheiner's disease and rel ated denentia, that are part of a
statewi de network of not-for-profit corporations established
specifically to respond at the | ocal and regional |evel to the needs of
this population and that provide famly intervention services related to
Al zhei ner's di sease in order to postpone or prevent nursing home
pl acements of individuals with Al zheiner's di sease or other denentia.
Ei ght menbers shall be appointed by the governor on the recomrendation
of the legislative |eaders as follows: the tenporary president of the
senate and the speaker of the assenbly shall each reconmend three
menbers to the council. One of the three nmenbers reconmended by the
tenporary president and one of the three nenbers recomended by the
speaker shall be a clinical or research expert in the field of denentia
and one of the three nenbers appointed by each shall be a fam |y nenber
or caregiver of a person suffering fromAl zhei ner's di sease or ot her
denmentia. One nenber shall be appointed on the recommendati on of the
mnority | eader of the senate and one nenber shall be appointed on the
recommendation of the mnority | eader of the assenbly. The commi ssi oner



of health and the director of the office for the aging shall serve, ex
officio, as co-chairs of the council. Adm nistrative duties shall be the
responsibility of the departnment. The nenbers of the council shal
recei ve no conpensation for their services.

3. Wthin one year after the effective date of this section, the
council shall establish community foruns to gain input from consuners,
provi ders, key researchers in the field and other interested parties to
provi de i nput and direction on devel oping a New York state plan for the
identification and treatnent of Al zheiner's disease in the community. A
community forum shall be established in each of the foll owi ng regi ons of
the state: Long Island, New York city, Northern Metropolitan New York,
Nort heastern New York, Utica area, Central New York, Rochester area and
Western New York. Such state plan shall include but not be limted to
i dentifying best practices in working with persons with Al zheiner's
di sease, best interventions for caregivers to help reduce caregiver
burnout, best approaches to training doctors, nurses and other nedi cal
and non-nedi cal professionals and paraprofessionals to identify
Al zhei ner' s di sease, a community assessnent of strengths and gaps in
comunity support services, ways in which to coordinate services anong
vari ous systens, different financing approaches to pay for conmunity
support services and any ot her recomendati ons.

4. (a) The council shall meet quarterly or nore frequently if its
busi ness shall require. The comunity foruns in the first year of
i npl ementation count as a formal neeting of the council. The nenbers of
the council shall receive no conpensation but shall be reinbursed for
travel and ot her expenses actually and necessarily incurred in the
performance of their duties. The council shall provide reports to the
governor and the legislature on or before June thirtieth, two thousand
nine and by June thirtieth of every other year thereafter. Such reports
shal | include recommendations for state policy relating to denentia and
a review of services initiated and coordi nated anong public and private
agencies to neet the needs of persons with Al zheiner's disease and ot her
dementia and their famlies.

(b) The council shall additionally review and report upon the use of
clinically recogni zed, scientifically based, cognitive inpairnent



screening tools used to identify signs of and individuals at-risk for
cognitive inpairnment, including Al zheiner's disease or other denenti as,
in all settings of the health continuum Such tools shall include but
not be limted to tools approved and/ or recogni zed by the Joint

Comm ssion on Accreditation of Healthcare Organi zati ons (JCAHO, Agency
for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ, the Centers for Medicare and
Medi cai d Services (CVMS), and others as deternmined by the council which
are used by health care providers, across all settings of the health
continuum The council shall also review and report on best practices of
provi ders concerning early identification of at-risk individuals and
referral practices, the range of interventions and services avail able
for the cognitively inpaired, and shall report its assessnent of the
need and presence of such tools and practices in each sector of the
heal t h conti nuum The council shall further include in its reports any
findi ngs concerning potential gaps of identification and intervention
for the cognitively inpaired, the need for public education about
cognitive inpairnent, and recomrendations to address that education
need.

5. The departnent shall serve as the focal point to devel op
conpr ehensi ve coordi nated responses of the various state agencies with
regard to Al zheiner's disease and rel ated denentia and thus help to
assure timely and appropriate responses to issues and problens. The
departnment shall collaborate with the state office for the aging on
i ssues related to nonmedi cal support services for individuals with
Al zhei nmer' s di sease and other denentia and their caregivers. The
departnment shall collaborate with other appropriate state agencies to
establish a sinplified coordi nated assessnent procedure for obtaining
needed services for persons with Al zheiner's disease and ot her denenti a.

6. The department, in consultation with the council, shall utilize
data and i nformation conpiled and naintai ned pursuant to this article to
coordi nate state funded research efforts to ensure the nost efficient
use of funds available for this purpose.



