8§ 578. Powers of the authority. The authority shall have power and is
her eby aut hori zed:

1. To sue and be sued in courts of general jurisdiction, whether
federal, state, or foreign, including but not limted to the suprene
court of the state of New York;

2. To have a seal and alter the sane as its pl easure;

3. To acquire real property or rights or easenents therein by
condemnati on, pursuant to the condemation |aw, and to acquire,
pur chase, hold, dispose of and use any real or personal property or any
i nterest therein necessary, convenient or desirable to carry out any
pur pose described in this title and to sell, at public or private sale,
convey, transfer, assign and di spose of any property or interest therein
at any time required by it in the exercise of its powers or when it may
determne it no | onger needs the sane for its corporate purposes, upon
such terns and for such consideration, if any, as it shall deemfit;

4. To | ease, as lessor or as |lessee, any real or personal property or
any interest therein for any purposes consistent with any purposes
described in this title or with the appropriate use of the authority's
facilities or with the conveni ence of the public using such facilities,
upon such terns and for such consideration, if any, as it shall deem
fit, provided, however, that no | ease shall be made for a termof nore
than ten years, including all renewal options, w thout the prior express
and formal approval and consent of the supervisors;

5. To make by-laws for the nmanagenent and regulation of its affairs,
and to establish and change a fiscal year for its operations and
fi nanci al reporting purposes;

6. To determne as matters of policy what courses of action are in the
best interests of any bridge conplex or other authorized purpose and to

pursue the sane;

7. To appoint and renove such officers, agents and enpl oyees as it nay



require for the perfornmance of its duties, and to fix and determ ne
their qualifications, duties, and conpensation and to retain or enpl oy
and di scharge counsel, auditors, engineers, architects and private
consultants on a contract basis or otherw se for rendering professional
or technical services and advice. To establish a practicable nerit
system for the appoi ntnment and pronotion of its enpl oyees. Neither the
authority nor any of its officers, enployees, or agents shall be subject
to the provisions of the civil service | aw nor be under the jurisdiction
or subject to the rules of any civil service conm ssion;

8. To use the agents, enployees, facilities and equi pment of the
county or of any town or political subdivision within the county or of
any board, agency or departnent thereof, to the extent agreenent
therefor may be reached with the appropriate governing body, and to pay
such county, town or political subdivision its agreed proportion of the
conpensation or costs;

9. To make contracts and agreenents and to execute all instruments
necessary or convenient;

10. To construct, maintain, repair and operate the follow ng bridges
and approaches thereto and roads:

One or nore bridges across the easterly or American channel of the
Saint Lawence river at a point at or near Collins landing in the town
of Orleans, in Jefferson county, New York, fromthe mainland to
Vel | esley or Wlls island.

One or nore bridges across the westerly or Canadi an channel of the
Saint Lawence river at a point at or near lvy Lea in the county of
Leeds, in the province of Ontario, fromthe nainland to Hill island.

One or nore bridges across the International rift froma point on such
Wl lesley or Wlls island to such H Il island.

One or nore roads on such Wellesley or Wlls island connecting any
bri dge across the American channel with any bridge across the



International rift.

One or nore roads on such Hi Il island connecting any bridge across the
Canadi an channel with any bridge across the International rift.

The approach roads connecting any of such bridges and tunnels with the
state highway systemin New York and with the nearest highway in the
provi nce of Ontari o.

Any road connecting any of its facilities with any other or with any
state, county or town road, or any public highway, or any road providing
access for vehicles or pedestrians fromone part of its real property to
anot her;

11. To construct and mai ntain over, under, along or across the bridges
and roads hereby authorized, tel ephone, tel egraph or electric wires and
cabl es, gas nmins, water nmins, and other mechani cal equi pnent not
i nconsi stent with the appropriate use of the bridges and roads or such
other facilities. To contract for such construction and mai nt enance and
to lease the right to construct, maintain and/or use the sane on such
terms and for such consideration as it shall determ ne, provided,
however, that no | ease shall be made for a termof nore than ten years,
including all renewal option, without the prior express and fornal
approval and consent of the supervisors;

12. To construct and mai ntain such buil dings, structures,
i nprovenents, roads, parking and other facilities as nmay be necessary or
convenient, to contract for such construction and mai ntenance and to
| ease the right to construct, maintain and/or use such facilities on
such terns and for such considerations as it shall determ ne, provided,
however, that no | ease shall be made for a termof nore than ten years,
including all renewal options, without the prior express and fornal
approval and consent of the supervisors;

13. To fix, charge and collect tolls for traffic across its bridges,
subj ect to any approval thereof or limtations or regulatory
restrictions thereto as required, fixed, or inposed by federal |aw of



either the United States of Anerica or Canada, which shall in the
opinion of the authority be adequate to provi de conpl ete operation and
mai nt enance of all its facilities and prograns, repay any indebtedness
of the authority as schedul ed and agreed, establish and fund reserves
for the repair, inprovenent or replacenent of any or all of its
facilities or the construction of any new facility which it may be

aut horized to construct under this title, or which shall acconplish as
many of the foregoing purposes as may be practicable, and at a | evel
whi ch shall not jeopardize or be unreasonably conpetitive with any other
simlar toll charging facilities within a radius of fifty mles of
Col I'i ns Landi ng, New York;

14. To construct, maintain, repair and operate within the county one
or nore facilities for the performance or display of any nmedi um of the
arts, including but not limted to concerts, plays, exhibitions, and any
activity which could reasonably contribute to the cultural inprovenent
of the communities in the area of its influence;

15. To construct, maintain, repair and operate within the county one
or nore facilities for conventions, neetings, sporting events of all
ki nds, nuseuns, any activity which could reasonably contribute to the
attraction of tourists and recreational devel opnent and industrial and
comer ci al devel opnents;

16. To cooperate with the Watertown airport conm ssion, the city of
Watertown, the county and any other agency or agencies to assist in the
i nprovenent, enlargenent, devel opnent, operation and pronotion of the
Watertown international airport as an essential transportation facility
for the county and the adjacent territory, and to agree with said city
and county for the acquisition by the authority of such airport and to
operate and nanage such airport;

17. To cooperate with the county and the mnunicipalities therein
bordering on the Saint Lawence river and on Lake Ontario and to assi st
in the study, devel opnent, operation and pronotion of suitable port and
docking facilities on said river and |l ake within or bordering the county
and the inprovenent of water-borne transportation, and to construct,



operat e and nanage such port and docking facilities as it nay determ ne
to be in the public interest;

18. To nmake studies and surveys of the needs of the county for the
devel opnment and i nprovenent of its transportation facilities, whether by
|l and, air or water and to report the results thereof and its
reconmendati ons to the supervisors;

19. To enter on any |ands, waters and prem ses for the purpose of
maki ng surveys, soundi ngs and exani nati ons;

20. To fix and collect any paynents, fees and other charges for the
use of any facility under its control other than bridges;

21. To borrow noney and issue its negotiable bonds and notes or other
obligations for any of its corporate purposes and to provide for and
secure the paynent thereof and to provide for the rights of the hol ders
t hereof, subject to any limtations or conditions inposed thereon as
el sewhere in this title provided;

22. To put into effect and naintain fiduciary bonds on its nenbers and
on any enpl oyee or agent who handl es or controls noney or assets of the
authority which could be enbezzled or stolen, in such anmounts as the
authority nmay deem reasonable or as requested by the county;

23. To put into effect and naintain insurance coverage protecting the
authority and its individual nmenbers fromliability for errors and
om ssions or fromany act other than a willful violation of |aw which
constitutes a crine;

24. To nake paynents to any donestic or foreign subdivision of
governnment in which any of its facilities are situated, whether in |lieu
of taxes or otherw se, in such anbunts and at such tines as the
authority may in its sole discretion determ ne, provided, however, that
if the authority is at the tine of reference operating both in the
county and in the province of Ontario it shall endeavor in good faith to
make any such paynments to Canadi an political subdivisions or



muni cipalities and those to the county or subdivisions or nunicipalities
of such county in proportion to its income generated in such different
jurisdictions, as nearly as practicable, after taking into account any
taxes which are required to be paid and any services or facilities which
are required to be or are supplied for less than full paynent;

25. To engage in such advertising and pronotion of the bridges, bridge
conpl ex, and of the areas adjacent thereto and within a radius of fifty
mles thereof, and of such of its other authorized purposes, as it in
its sole discretion shall determ ne. Such pronotion shall be deened to
i nclude but not be limted to the pronotion of tourismin the county and
t he southern portion of the province of Ontario, Canada, including the
Front of Leeds and Lansdowne;

26. To cooperate and participate in or to initiate any public
pronotions, parades, special events, area pronotions, historical
pageants, and the like held within fifty mles of Collins Landing, New
Yor k;

27. To invest any funds held in reserve or sinking funds, or any
noneys not required for imredi ate use or disbursenent, at the discretion
of the authority in (a) obligations of the state or the United States
governnment, or any political subdivision, agency and instrunentality of
either; (b) obligations of the province of Ontario or of the federal
government of Canada, or any political subdivision or agency and
instrunmentality of either, (c) obligations the principal and interest of
whi ch are guaranteed by the state or the United States governnent, or by
the province of Ontario or the federal governnment of Canada, (d)
certificates of deposit of banks or trust conpanies in this state or in
the province of Ontario secured, if the authority shall so require, by
obligations described in (a), (b), or (c) above or other marketable
securities eligible as security for the deposit of trust funds under
regul ati ons of the Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve Systemwth
a market value equal at all tinmes to the anmpbunt on deposit;

28. To conbine any two or nore of its purposes or facilities into a
single project for financing purposes;



29. To use revenues, incone or funds fromany source to create,
construct, reconstruct, support, operate, repair and maintain any one or
nore of its other purposes or facilities;

30. To meke rules and regul ati ons governing the use by the public of
the bridges, the bridge conplex, and any facility owned or operated by
it;

31. To establish a code of ethics and rules regarding conflict of
interest for the nmenbers of its board and its enpl oyees and agents;

32. To accept public or private gifts or grants of funds or property;

33. To engage in any activity permtted by |aw which in its judgment
woul d be convenient for the public using any of its facilities;

34. To enter into agreenents with the governnment of the Dom nion of
Canada or the province of Ontario, or any political subdivision of
either, for the construction and operation in Canada of any of the
bridges and facilities authorized hereunder and for the application of
revenues collected by the authority for the use of the bridges and
facilities operated by it in Canada;

35. To do in the province of Ontario anything it is authorized or
permtted to do in the state of New York and which is permtted by the
| aws of such foreign jurisdiction;

36. To exercise any of its powers alone or in conjunction with any
political subdivision

37. To do all things necessary or convenient to carry out the powers
enuner at ed above and to effectuate their general intent and purpose. The
foregoi ng specification of powers shall not be construed as in any way
limting or denying the usual inplied powers, it being the intent that
the authority shall have full power to nanage its affairs generally with
the sane freedomfromthe restrictions which apply to nunicipalities as



do boards of directors of privately owned corporations.

38. Notwi thstandi ng any of the foregoing, the authority shall not
initially enter into any general activity category authorized in
subdi vi si ons fourteen through seventeen of this section, including but
not limted to the construction or operation of any performng arts
center, cultural inprovenent project, convention hall, sports arena,
museum industrial or conmercial devel opnent project, airport, port,
marina or docking facility, until and unless it has been formally
requested to do so by the supervisors by resolution duly adopted.



