§ 378-a. Energency service permits. 1. The authority is hereby
aut hori zed and directed to issue refunds for tolls incurred by
anbul ances or fire vehicles engaged in an energency operation, or, at
the option of the authority, to issue energency services permts for use
by anbul ances and fire vehicles which shall provide for travel at no
charge between interchanges and barriers while such vehicles are engaged
i n an energency operation. For purposes of this section, the term
"anmbul ance” shall have the same neaning as such termis defined by
section one hundred-b of the vehicle and traffic law, the term"fire
vehi cl e" shall have the sane nmeaning as such termis defined by section
one hundred fifteen-a of the vehicle and traffic law, and the term
"emergency operation” shall have the sanme nmeaning as such termis
defined by section one hundred fourteen-b of the vehicle and traffic
law. In any rules and regul ati ons pronul gated for the inplenentation of
this section, the authority nay establish the type of docunmentation or
ot her proof satisfactory to the authority that an anmbul ance or fire
vehi cl e was engaged in an enmergency operation at the tinme a toll was
i ncurred.

2. If, upon the conpletion of an audit conducted by a certified public
accountant selected by the authority, the authority can denonstrate that
t he i ssuance of refunds or permits as authorized in subdivision one of
this section causes a significant |oss of revenue to the authority, the
authority is authorized, pursuant to a resolution of the board, to offer
such refunds or permts at a discount of the cash cost per mle;
provi ded, however, that, prior to such board resolution, the authority
shall hold at |east two public hearings, at a tinme and | ocation which
will, to the extent practicable, naxim ze the participation of the
general public.



