8§ 361. Traffic control. 1. (a) In addition to the powers conferred by
the vehicle and traffic law, the authority is hereby authorized to
promul gate such rules and regul ations for the use and occupancy of the
thruway as may be necessary and proper for the public safety and
conveni ence, for the preservation of its property and for the collection
of tolls and provided further that the authority, in consultation with
t he departnents of environnental conservation and transportation, is
her eby aut horized to pronul gate rules and regul ati ons necessary to
i npl ement a heavy duty vehicl e roadsi de inspection program pursuant to
section 19-0320 of the environnmental conservation |aw.

(b) Notwi t hstandi ng any i nconsistent provisions of any general,
special or local law, the thruway authority shall mark, with appropriate
directional signs, the exits nearest to any state owned uni que natural
attraction within forty mles of the thruway which Iies wholly or
partially within the state of New York, such as, |akes nore than ten
mles in |l ength, excepting Lake Ontario and Lake Erie, and nountains
nore than five thousand feet in height.

(c) Notwi t hstandi ng any inconsistent provisions of the general
busi ness | aw or of any other |aw, general, special or local, the |anding
and take-of f of planes on the thruway system shall be governed by rules
and regul ati ons pronul gated by the thruway authority.

(d) The violation of any such rule or regul ation pronul gated pursuant
to this section shall be an offense and a first conviction thereof shal
be puni shable by a fine of not nore than fifty dollars or by
i mprisonment for not nore than fifteen days or by both such fine and
i mprisonment; a second such conviction within eighteen nonths thereafter
shal | be punishable by a fine of not nore than one hundred dollars or by
i mpri sonment for not nore than forty-five days or by both such fine and
i mprisonment; and a third or subsequent conviction within eighteen
nonths after the first conviction shall be punishable by a fine of not
nore than two hundred fifty dollars or by inprisonnment for not nore than
ni nety days or by both such fine and inprisonnment; provided, however,
that the violation of any such rule or regulation relating to the
transportation of explosives class a or class b shall be a m sdeneanor,
puni shabl e by a fine not exceeding twenty-five hundred dollars or by
i mprisonment for a termnot exceeding one year or by both such fine and
| mpri sonment .



(e) For the purpose of conferring jurisdiction upon courts and
judicial officers generally, violations of those rules and regul ations
of the authority which are herein defined as offenses shall neverthel ess
be deemed m sdeneanors for the sol e purpose of making applicabl e al
procedural provisions of law relating to m sdeneanors, and courts of
speci al sessions outside the city of New York and in the city of New
York, the crimnal court of the city of New York, in the first instance,
shal | have exclusive jurisdiction to hear and determ ne charges of such
viol ati ons and provided, further, that no jury trial shall be allowed
for such violations.

2. Enforcenent of the rules and regul ations of the thruway authority
and of those provisions of the vehicle and traffic | aw applicable to the
thruway shall be by authority forces, provided however, that at the
request of the authority, such enforcenent shall be the duty of the
division of state police. Violators shall be apprehended and prosecuted
in the sane manner as provided for the apprehensi on and prosecution of
violators of the vehicle and traffic |aw who commt viol ations thereof
upon the state highway system Authority forces specifically enployed
for the enforcenent of such rules and regulations, during the term of
such enpl oynent, shall be uniforned, shall have the powers of peace
officers, as set forth in section 2.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw,
and shall have, within the limts of any nunicipality wi thin which any
portion of the thruway system under the jurisdiction of the authority
shall be |l ocated, all the powers of a peace officer in the execution of
crim nal processes; and crimnal process issued by any court or
magi strate of a nunicipality within which any portion of the thruway
system under the jurisdiction of the authority shall be |ocated, may be
directed to and executed by any such enpl oyee notw t hst andi ng t he
provi sions of any |ocal or special |aw, ordinance or regul ation.



