8§ 3401. Legislative findings and purpose. The | egislature hereby finds
and decl ares as foll ows:

1. The needs of the residents of the state of New York and of the
county of Nassau can best be served by a public benefit corporation
having the | egal, financial and managerial flexibility to take ful
advant age of opportunities and chal |l enges presented by the evol ving
health care environment and to take whatever actions are necessary to
enabl e the corporation's continuation as a system which provides the
finest possible quality of health care consistent with costs.

2. In order to acconplish the purposes recited in this section to
provi de health care services and health facilities for the benefit of
the residents of the state of New York and the county of Nassau,
including to persons in need of health care services without the ability
to pay as required by law, a public benefit corporation to be known as
the Nassau Health Care Corporation shall be created to provide such
services and facilities and to otherwi se carry out such purposes; that
the creation and operation of the Nassau health care corporation, as
herei nafter provided, is in all respects for the benefit of the people
of the state of New York and of the county of Nassau, and is a state,
county and public purpose; and that the exercise by such corporation of
the functions, powers and duties as hereinafter provided constitutes the
performance of an essential public and governnental function.

3. As a free-standing public health care provider, the corporation is
at a conpetitive disadvantage in the current and energing health care
environnment, yet it cannot beconme part of a |arger system of corporate
entities while maintaining its public status. Significant investnents in
the public assets of the corporation and its efforts to provide high
quality health care services to nedically underserved popul ations are
j eopardi zed by the corporation's inability to conpete on its own and by
potential limts onits ability to collaborate with other public and
private providers, entities and individuals. The state finds that the
benefits of collaboration by the corporation outwei gh any adverse i npact
on conpetition. The benefits of the corporation's collaborative efforts
i ncl ude preserving and expandi ng needed health care services inits



primary service area; consolidating unneeded or duplicative health care
services; enhancing the quality of, and expandi ng access to, health care
delivered to nedically underserved popul ati ons; |owering costs and

i mproving the efficiency of the health care services it delivers; and
achi eving i nproved rei nbursenent from non-governnental payors. Based on
the findings contained in this section, the state hereby affirmatively
expresses a policy to allow the corporation to engage in collaborative
activities consistent with its health care purposes, notw thstanding
that those coll aborations may have the effect of displacing conpetition
in the provision of hospital, physician or other health care-rel ated
services. Wth respect to the collaborative activities contenplated in
this section and in subdivision ten of section thirty-four hundred five
of this title, the corporation and the public or private entities and

i ndividuals with which it coll aborates shall be immunized fromliability
under the federal and state antitrust |aws.



