8§ 3161. Terns occurring in laws, contracts or other docunents. Upon
the transfer pursuant to section thirty-one hundred fifty-six of this
title of the functions and powers possessed by and all of the
obligations and duties of the New York state office of science,

t echnol ogy and academ c research as established pursuant to article
ten-B of the executive law to the foundation as prescribed by section
thirty-one hundred fifty-six of this title, whenever the New York state
of fice of science, technol ogy and academ c research and t he chairperson
t hereof, the functions, powers, obligations and duties of which are
transferred to the foundation are referred to or designated in any |aw,
contract or docunent pertaining to the functions, powers, obligations
and duties transferred and assigned pursuant to this title, such

ref erence or designation shall be deenmed to refer to the foundation and
its executive director. Notwithstanding any law to the contrary, al
rights and benefits, including terms and conditions of enploynent, and
protection of civil service and collective bargaining of all enployees
affected by the transfer of the New York state office of science,

t echnol ogy and academ c research to the foundation, shall be preserved
and protected under the transfer, and all transferred enpl oyees and al
persons enpl oyed by the foundation after the transfer, except for
research and investigative high technology scientists, shall be
considered for all purposes of article fourteen of the civil service | aw
public enployees in the civil service of the state and enpl oyees who are
transferred shall remain in the sane collective bargaining unit and any
new y created positions shall be assigned to the appropriate collective
bargaining unit as if they were enployees of the state. For proposes of
this section, the term"research and investigative high technol ogy
scientists” shall mean persons with an understandi ng of enpirical

nmet hodol ogi es, the ability to apply scientific know edge to test

t heori es, and possessing the expertise to make systenatic observations
of natural, enpirical phenonena that can al so be conveyed in a

nmeani ngful way to policynakers.



