8§ 2986. \Whistlebl ower access and assistance program 1. Definitions.
a. "Enpl oyees of state and l|ocal authorities" means those persons
enpl oyed at state and | ocal authorities, including but not limted to:
full-time and part-tine enpl oyees, those enpl oyees on probation, and
t enporary enpl oyees.

b. "Attorney general” shall mean the attorney general of the state of
New Yor k.

c. "Whistleblower" shall nean any enpl oyee of a state or |ocal
authority who discloses information concerning acts of w ongdoi ng,
m sconduct, nal feasance, or other inappropriate behavior by an enpl oyee
or board nmenber of the authority, concerning the authority's
i nvestnments, travel, acquisition of real or personal property, the
di sposition of real or personal property and the procurenent of goods
and servi ces.

2. The director of the authorities budget office, after consultation
with the attorney general, shall devel op and recommend to the
| egi sl ature a whistl ebl ower access and assi stance program whi ch shal
i ncl ude, but not be limted to:

a. evaluating and commenti ng on whistlebl ower prograns and policies by
state and |l ocal authorities pursuant to paragraph (e) of subdivision one
of section twenty-eight hundred twenty-four of this article;

b. establishing toll-free tel ephone and facsimle |ines available to
enpl oyees at state and | ocal authorities;

c. offering advice regarding enpl oyee rights under applicable state
and federal |aws and advice and options available to all persons; and

d. offering an opportunity for enployees of state and | ocal
authorities to identify concerns regarding any issue at a state or | ocal

authority.

3. Any communi cations between an enpl oyee and the authorities budget



of fice pursuant to this section shall be held strictly confidential by
the authorities budget office, unless the enpl oyee specifically waives
inwiting the right to confidentiality, except that such
confidentiality shall not exenpt the authorities budget office from

di scl osi ng such information, where appropriate, to the state inspector
general in accordance with section fifty-five of the executive |aw, or
prevent disclosure to any | aw enforcenment authority.



