§ 2878-c. Certain contracts involving personal protective equi pnent
and nedi cal supplies. 1. Notwi thstanding any other provisions of |aw,
all contracts over fifty thousand dollars in value nade and awarded by
any state authority for the purchase of personal protective equi pnent or
nmedi cal supplies shall require that the personal protective equipnment or
medi cal supply itens be produced or made in whole or substantial part in
the United States.

2. For purposes of this section:

(a) "personal protective equi pment” neans all equi pnent worn to
m nim ze exposure to nedi cal hazards, including gloves, masks, face
shi el ds, eye protection, respirators, nedical hair and shoe coverings,
and di sposabl e gowns and aprons.

(b) "nedical supplies" neans nmaterials necessary to respond to health
energenci es or pandem cs, including and without limtation ventilators,
medi cal test kits, and vaccines.

(c) "United States" neans the United States, its territories, or
possessi ons.

3. The provisions of this section shall not apply if the head of the
state authority purchasing the personal protective equi pnent or medical
supplies, in his or her sole discretion, determ nes that such provisions
woul d not be in the public interest; that obtaining such personal
protective equi pnment or nedical supplies in the United States woul d
i ncrease the cost of the contract by an unreasonabl e anount; that such
personal protective equi pment or nedical supplies cannot be produced or
made in the United States in sufficient and reasonably avail abl e
gquantities and of satisfactory quality or design to neet the state
authority's requirenents; or that purchasing personal protective
equi pnent or nedi cal supplies manufactured outside of the United States
is necessary to avoid a delay in the delivery of critical services that
coul d conproni se the public welfare.

4. Nothing in this section is intended to contravene any existing
treaties, laws, trade agreenents, or regulations of the United States or
subsequent trade agreenents entered into between any foreign countries
and the state or the United States.



5. Subject to the provisions of this section, the departnent of
econoni ¢ devel opnent, in consultation with the office of general
services and the division of the budget, shall be authorized to
establish rules and regulations for the effective adm nistration of this
secti on.



