§ 2676-a. Statenent of legislative findings and purpose. The
| egi sl ature hereby finds and declares as foll ows:

1. The economic well-being of the county and the general welfare of
its peopl e require adequate, and accessible performng arts centers,
athletic fields, educational facilities, and residential facilities.

2. The preservation and safeguarding of facilities at risk of being
underutilized and beconming blighted is a matter of vital inportance not
only to the residents of the capital district but to all the state's
residents and is, therefore, a matter of state concern.

3. In order to ensure a healthy econony for such area and to pronote
the general welfare of its residents, it is necessary to maintain and
i nprove the college of Saint Rose facilities and services in the county
of Al bany in such a manner as to stinulate and pronote a healthy
econony.

4. The general health and welfare of the state's residents requires
coordi nated operation of the college of Saint Rose facilities and
services in the county of Al bany by a public benefit authority.

5. The purposes of such authority shall be: (a) to pronote accessible,
efficient and econom cally productive use of the facilities; (b) to
acquire, construct, reconstruct, continue, devel op, equip, expand,

i nprove, maintain, finance, and operate the college of Saint Rose
facilities and services within the county of Al bany; (c) to stinulate
and pronote econom ¢ devel opnent; and (d) to nake contracts and | eases
and to execute all instrunents necessary or convenient for its corporate
pur poses.

6. Such purposes are in all respects public purposes for the benefit
of the people of the state of New York and for which public funds may be
expended and both the county and the authority in carrying out their
respective powers and duties under this title shall be deened to be
acting in a governnmental capacity. The acquisition, construction,
reconstruction, devel opnent, expansion, inprovenent, equipping,



operation and nmi ntenance of any project financed or undertaken by the
authority or the county shall be deened to be the perfornmance of an
essential governnental function by the authority or the county acting in
its governnental capacity, whether such project shall be owned or
operated by the authority or by any person or public corporation.

7. It is hereby found and declared that it has been and remains the
policy of the state of New York to pronote equal opportunity in
enpl oynment for all persons, w thout discrimnation on account of race,
creed, color, national origin, sex, age, disability or marital status,
to pronote equality of econom c opportunity for mnority group nenbers
and wonen, and mnority and wonen-owned busi ness enterprises.



