* § 1912. Powers and duties. The authority is hereby authorized and
directed to undertake such actions it deens necessary or convenient to
establish, augnent, or expand existing renewabl e energy outreach and
comunity planning prograns to provide information, resources and
techni cal assistance to support the siting, devel opnent, and acceptance
of renewabl e energy technol ogi es, including:

1. Devel opi ng and enhancing a community educati on and engagenent
programto i nform New Yorkers about the climate crisis and the benefits
of shifting to a clean energy econony and conducti ng outreach, providing
i nformati on and education, and buil ding consensus on the environnental
and | ocal benefits of renewabl e energy technol ogies. Such strategic
education and outreach shall include:

(a) Effective conmunication, engagenent and public outreach to
comunities, including disadvantaged comrunities, to provi de education
and information on maxi m zing the benefits that renewabl e energy
t echnol ogi es can provide while denonstrating strategies and sol utions
that are available to ensure that community benefits are neani ngful and
negati ve i npacts are avoi ded, reduced, or nitigated;

(b) Conprehensive educati on and outreach to | ocal governnents that nay
host renewabl e energy technol ogies to provide objective information
about the inpacts of renewabl e energy devel opnent and mtigation
opportunities; and

(c) Facilitation of forums for communities, regions, renewabl e energy
devel opers, and ot her stakehol ders to exchange information and ensure
that all have access to the factual information necessary to support the
appropriate siting of facilities and acceptance of renewabl e energy
t echnol ogi es.

2. Col laborating with community stakehol ders, the agriculture and
forestry sectors, and the renewabl e energy industry to devel op,
facilitate, and provide centralized access to renewabl e energy pl anni ng
resources and assi stance for |ocal governments. Such resources shal
i nclude publicly available data resources, including a napping tool,
rel ated to renewabl e energy devel opnent to hel p nuni ci pal
representatives and | ocal comunities make i nforned | and use deci si ons
and comruni cate local priorities to devel opers.



(a) The renewabl e energy devel opnent data resources, including a
mappi ng tool, shall be available on the authority's website and shal
provi de sufficient information and gui dance to allow conmunities to
undert ake a conprehensive eval uation of the potential for renewable
energy devel opnent and to plan proactively for deploynment that nmaxinm zes
| ocal benefit and avoids, reduces, or mtigates negative inpact on |ands
with agricultural soils, farmng, forests, and other conpeting uses.

(b) The renewabl e energy devel opnment data resources may use publicly
avai l abl e informati on and shall be designed to facilitate participation
by | ocal governnments, renewabl e energy devel opers and ot her stakehol ders
in existing renewabl e energy siting and pl anni ng processes.

(c) The renewabl e energy devel opnent data resources shall provide, to
the extent avail able information on agricultural, environnmental, energy
system and ot her resources relevant to renewabl e energy technol ogy
siting, such as: |and use cover data; disadvantaged conmuniti es;
brownfi el ds; previously disturbed and devel oped sites such as | arge
rooftops, parking lots, landfills, etc.; agricultural soils and
agricultural districts; forests; wetlands, floodplains, and waterbodies;
historic, cultural, and archaeol ogi cal resources; public parks,
preserves and recreational resources; conserved and protected | ands;
hosting capacity; distribution, and transm ssion |ines; and topography
as relevant to siting renewabl e energy technol ogy.

3. Providing technical assistance and training to |ocal governnents
and ot her stakehol ders on the use of such information and resources,
i ncludi ng the renewabl e energy devel opnment data resources.

4. Consulting, collaborating with, and/or procuring the services of
service providers, including, but not limted to: regional planning
associ ations, non-profits, and comunity-based organi zati ons, to conduct
outreach and educati on about renewabl e energy benefits, devel op new
renewabl e energy pl anning tools and resources, including renewabl e
ener gy devel opnent data resources, and to provide technical assistance
and training to nunicipalities to support the authority's
responsi bilities under this section.

5. Managi ng, allocating, and spendi ng any noni es nade available to the



authority in furtherance of this title as the authority determ nes to be
appropriate for the proper admnistration of the program created
pursuant to this title.

6. Requesting and receiving the assistance of the departnents or any
ot her state agency or authority, within their respective rel evant
subj ect matter expertise, to support the adm nistration of the program
created pursuant to this title.
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