* § 1902. Powers and duties. The authority is hereby authorized and
directed to undertake such actions it deens necessary or convenient to
foster and encourage the siting and devel opnent of build-ready sites
t hroughout the state in accordance with this title, work in
col | aboration with the departnment of public service and the New York
state urban devel opnent corporation and any of their affiliates,

i ncluding without limtation:

1. (a) Locate, identify and assess sites within the state that appear
suitable for the devel opnment of build-ready sites with a priority given
to dornmant electric generating sites, and preference to previously
devel oped sites, provided that |and used in agricultural production as
defined by the departnent of agriculture and markets, wi th additional
consideration for land within an agricultural district or |and that
contains mneral soil groups 1-4, shall not be deened suitable for the
devel opnment of a build-ready site except when necessary for generator
| ead |i nes and ot her equi pnent needed for interconnection of projects to
the electric system Such assessnent may include but need not be Iimted
to the foll ow ng considerations:

(i) natural conditions at the site that are favorable to renewabl e
energy generation;

(ii) current land uses at or near the site;

(iii) environmental conditions at or near the site;

(iv) the availability and characteristics of any transm ssion or
distribution facilities on or near the site that could be used to
facilitate the delivery of energy fromthe site, including existing or
potential constraints on such facilities;

(v) the potential for the devel opment of energy storage facilities at
or near the site;

(vi) potential inpacts of devel opnment on environmental justice
comuni ti es; and

(vii) expressions of comrercial interest in the site or general
| ocati on by devel opers of mmjor renewabl e energy facilities.

(b) (i) I'n making such assessnent the authority shall give priority to
previ ously devel oped sites, existing or abandoned commercial sites,
including without limtation brownfields, landfills, former conmercial
or industrial sites, dormant electric generating sites, or otherw se



underutilized sites; and

(ii) the authority may establish a renewabl e energy generation project
in furtherance of an agrivolatic project, where "agrivoltaic project”
shall nmean the sinmultaneous use of areas of |land for both solar power
generation and agriculture, specific to the practice of such dual -use
sol ar energy project, where any of the previously devel oped sites |isted
i n subparagraph (i) of this paragraph is reclained as farn and.

2. Notw thstanding any provision of law to the contrary that woul d
require the authority to locate sites through a conpetitive procurenent,
negotiate and enter into agreenents with persons who own or control
interests in favorable sites for the purpose of securing the rights and
i nterests necessary to enable the authority to establish build-ready
sites;

3. Establish procedures and protocols for the purpose of establishnment
and transfer of build-ready sites which shall include, at a mninmum (a)
witten notice at the earliest practicable time to a nunicipality in
which a potential build-ready site has been identified, provided
however, that the authority shall not deemany site for qualified energy
storage systens suitable without first consulting any nunicipalities
wWith jurisdiction over the potential build-ready site and obtaining
their approval; and (b) a prelimnary screening process to determne, in
consultation with the departnent of environnental conservation, whether
the potential build-ready site is located in or near an environnental
justice area and whet her an environnental justice area would be
adversely affected by devel opnent of a build-ready site;

4. Undertake all work and secure such pernmits as the authority deens
necessary or convenient to facilitate the process of establishing
buil d-ready sites and for the transfer of the build-ready sites to
devel opers sel ected pursuant to a publicly noticed, conpetitive bidding
process authorized by | aw,

* 5. Notwithstanding title five-A of article nine of this chapter or
section two thousand ei ght hundred twenty-seven-a of this chapter,
establish a build-ready program including eligibility and other
criteria, pursuant to which the authority would, through a conpetitive



and transparent bidding process, and using single purpose project
hol di ng conpani es established by or on behalf of the authority and
havi ng no separate and i ndependent operational control, acquire, sel
and transfer rights and other interests in build-ready sites and
devel opnment rights to devel opers for the purpose of facilitating the
devel opnment of renewabl e energy facilities on such buil d-ready sites,
whi ch singl e purpose project hol ding conpani es shall be subject to the
|l aws of this chapter until conveyed to third parties. Such transactions
may include the transfer of rights, interests and obligations existing
under agreenents providing for host community benefits negotiated by the
authority pursuant to prograns established pursuant to subdivision siXx
of this section on such terns and conditions as the authority deens
appropri at e;

* NB Effective until April 19, 2030

* 5. Notwithstanding title five-A of article nine of this chapter,
establish a build-ready program including eligibility and ot her
criteria, pursuant to which the authority would, through a conpetitive
and transparent bidding process, transfer rights and other interests in
bui | d-ready sites and devel opnent rights to devel opers for the purpose
of facilitating the devel opnent of renewabl e energy facilities on such
buil d-ready sites. Such transactions nmay include the transfer of rights,
i nterests and obligations existing under agreenents providing for host
community benefits negotiated by the authority pursuant to prograns
establ i shed pursuant to subdivision six of this section on such terns
and conditions as the authority deens appropriate;

* NB Effective April 19, 2030

6. Establish one or nore prograns pursuant to which property owners
and communities woul d receive incentives to host nmmjor renewabl e energy
facilities or qualified energy storage systens devel oped for the purpose
of advancing the state policies enbodied in this article. Such program
may include without |imtation, and notw thstandi ng any ot her provision
of lawto the contrary, provisions for the authority to negoti ate and
enter into agreenents with property owners and host conmunities
providing for incentives, including a paynent in |lieu of taxes, the
transfer of the authority's interests in such agreenents to devel opers
to whom buil d-ready sites are transferred, and the provision of



i nformati on and gui dance to stakehol ders concerning incentives. The
authority shall nmaintain a record of such progranms and incentives, and
shal | publish such record on the authority's website;

7. Procure the services of one or nore service providers, including
without limtation environnental consultants, engineers and attorneys,
to support the authority's responsibilities under this section and
perform such other functions as the authority deens appropri ate;

8. In consultation with the departnent of econom c devel opnent, the
departnment of |abor and other state agencies and authorities having
experience with job training prograns, assess the need for and
avai lability of workforce training in the |ocal area of build-ready
sites to support green jobs devel opnment with special attention to
environnmental justice comunities and, subject to avail abl e funding,
establish one or nore prograns pursuant to which financial support can
be made available for the | ocal workforce and under-enpl oyed popul ati ons
in the area;

9. Manage, allocate and spend any noni es made avail able to the
authority in furtherance of this title as the authority determ nes to be
appropriate for the proper admnistration of prograns created pursuant
tothis title. The authority shall, in identifying build-ready sites,
consider the ability to recoup funds allocated or spent in furtherance
of the prograns created pursuant to this title. Any proceeds, |ess
program expenses and adm nistration, so earned by the authority pursuant
tothis title shall be reinvested in accordance with a plan approved by
t he commi ssi on;

10. Where the authority determnes that it would be beneficial to the
policy enbodied in this title, offer financing or other incentives to
el i gi bl e devel opers through a conpetitive process, including wthout
limtation neasures and activities undertaken by the authority in
conjunction with its adm nistration of the state's clean energy standard
or simlar programas established in comm ssion orders, including
without Iimtation orders issued in conm ssion case nunber 15-E-0302;
and



11. Request and receive the assistance of, the departnents or any
ot her state agency or authority, within their respective rel evant
subj ect matter expertise, to support the adm nistration of the program
created pursuant to this title.

* NB Repeal ed Decenber 31, 2030



