§ 1894. Conpetitive grants for outreach, enrollnment and rel ated
services. 1. The authority shall issue one or nore program opportunity
notices or requests for proposals to solicit applications from
partnershi ps or consortia conprised of constituency-based organi zati ons
whi ch can connect community nenbers to the program i ncl uding
facilitating awareness of the program and enrol |l nent, and (a)
distribution utilities, (b) contractors that have signed enforceable
agreenents to neet standards set by the authority, including standards
for local hiring and pre-apprenticeship and apprenticeship and ot her
| abor - managenent training program participation, (c) workforce
devel opnent organi zations that will recruit unenpl oyed individuals, and
provi de training and job placenment in conjunction with contractors
pursuant to section eighteen hundred ninety-seven of this title; and/or
(d) organi zed trades and their certification or apprenticeship prograns.
The authority shall specifically solicit applications that propose to
denonstrate the feasibility of innovative financing nechanisns,
including but not limted to applications undertaken in partnership with
distribution utilities that propose to denonstrate the feasibility of
on-bill financing. The public service comm ssion and ot her appropriate
agencies are authorized to coordinate with the authority and applicants
i n devel opi ng and i npl enenting proposed denonstrations of innovative
fi nanci ng nechani sns.

2. In awarding grants, the authority shall:

(a) target communities in areas where energy costs are particularly
high in relation to a neasure of nedi an househol d i ncone as determ ned
by the authority; or which have been designated as a nonattai nnment area
for one or nore pollutants pursuant to section 107 of the federal C ean
Air Act (42 U.S. C section 4207);

(b) give preference in awards to applicants that include significant
participation by mnority and wonen owned business enterprises and/or to
applications to serve econonmically distressed communities;

(c) ensure that the awards as a whole reflect the geographic diversity
of the state; and

(d) award a sufficient nunber of grants to make it possible to fully
commt the resources allocated during the initial phase of the program



3. (a) The authority is authorized to consult with the departnent of
public service, the division of housing and conmunity renewal, the
departnment of |abor and the departnent of environnental conservation, as
appropriate, in nmaking any determ nations contenplated by this section.

(b) The authority shall consult with representatives of businesses who
provi de honme heating oil, propane and ot her petrol eum based heating
products to devel op i nnovative financing mechani sns for energy
efficiency retrofits.

(c) The authority shall consult with the division of housing and
comunity renewal and the council established pursuant to section
ei ghteen hundred ninety-eight of this title to develop strategies to
mtigate any adverse econonic inpact of the programon tenants,
including but not limted to residents of in rent-regul ated housi ng or
reci pi ents of housing subsi dies.

4. Any organi zation using funding provided under the program for
mar keti ng or other outreach activities shall not comm ngle such
mar keti ng or outreach activities with any other advocacy or policy
pronmotion efforts.



