§ 1266-e. Metro-North rail comuter council. 1. There is hereby
created the Metro-North rail commuter council to study, investigate,
nonitor and rmake recomendati ons with respect to the naintenance and
operation of those portions of, if any, the Hudson, Harlem New Haven,
Pascack Valley and Port Jervis conmuter railroad |lines remaining within
the netropolitan conmuter transportation district. Such council shal
study and investigate all aspects of the day to day operation of such
railroad |ines, nonitor their performance and recommend changes to
i nprove the efficiency of the operation thereof. Such council shal
study and nake recomrendations in regard to inproving bicycle and
pedestrian access at bridges, stations and other facilities operated by
such railroad |ines and submt such recommendations to the netropolitan
transportation authority on or before June first, two thousand
twenty-two and every five years thereafter

2. Such council shall consist of twelve nmenbers and shall be conmuters
who regularly use the transportation services of such railroad |lines. At
| east five of such menbers shall be residents of the county of
Westchester. OF the other seven nmenbers, at |east one of such nenbers
shall be a resident of each of the counties of Rockland, Putnam
Dut chess, Orange and Bronx, provided that such county has not w t hdrawn
fromthe nmetropolitan comruter transportation district pursuant to
section twelve hundred seventy-nine-b of this title; provided further,
shoul d only the county of Putnamrermain in the netropolitan comuter
transportation district then nmenbership on such council shall consist of
ei ght nenbers, six of whomreside in the county of Wstchester and two
of whomreside in the county of Putnam Menbers shall be appoi nted by
t he governor. In naking such appointnments the governor shall consult
with and solicit recomendations fromlocal officials and to the extent
possi bl e appoi nt nmenbers who represent the ridership of the several
commuter railroad lines. Provided, however, that one nenber shall be
appoi nted who has a denonstrated expertise or interest in the pronotion
and devel oprment of inproved bicycle and pedestrian access at bridges,
stations and other facilities operated by the authority and its
affiliates and subsidiaries. Vacancies occurring in the nenbership of
the council shall be filled in the sane manner as origi nal appoi ntnments.



3. The menbers of the council shall receive no conpensation for their
services but shall be reinbursed for their expenses actually and
necessarily incurred by themin the performance of their duties
her eunder from funds appropriated to the commi ssioner of transportation.

4. The council may request and shall receive from any departnent,
di vi si on, board, bureau, conmm ssion, agency, public authority of the
state or any political subdivision thereof such assistance and data as
it requests and will enable it to properly carry out its activities for
t he purposes set forth herein.



