§ 1264-a. State of energency; boarding of a commuter transportation by
donestic conpanion aninmals. 1. For the purposes of this section:

(a) "Conmuter transportation” nmeans conmuter transportation, and ot her
rel ated services and facilities, operated by the authority or any of its
subsidiaries, including but not limted to such transportation by
rail road, omibus, marine and air, in accordance with this title.

(b) "Donestic conpanion aninal" nmeans a conpani on ani nal or pet as
defined in section three hundred fifty of the agriculture and markets
| aw and shall al so mean any ot her donesticated ani mal nornally
mai ntai ned in or near the household of the owner or person who cares for
such other donesticated aninal. "Pet" or "conpanion animal" shall not
include a "farmanimal", as defined in section three hundred fifty of
the agriculture and markets | aw.

2. (a) In the event that a state of energency has been declared and an
evacuation of any region of the state is in progress, the owner of a
donestic conpani on ani mal shall be permtted to board any commuter
transportation with such domestic conpani on aninmal so |ong as that
animal is under the owner's control by use of a |leash or tether, or is
properly confined in an appropriate contai ner or by other suitable
nmeans, provided that such boarding is authorized by and consistent with
the provisions of state disaster energency plans or |ocal state of
energency plans pertaining to the needs of animals and individuals with
an ani mal under their care. The provisions of this section shall only
apply to the owners of donestic conpanion aninmals who are evacuati ng
froma region of the state affected by an energency or disaster, or a
| ocal state of energency, as defined in section twenty-four of the
executive | aw.

(b) A donestic conpanion animal may be refused perm ssion to board any
comut er transportation, even if the aninmal is under the owner's control
or properly confined in accordance with this subdivision if there is
reasonabl e cause to believe that, due to attendant circunstances,
permtting the animal to board woul d pose a health or safety hazard.

3. Al passengers with service aninals shall be given priority seating
on all means of transportation regulated by this title in accordance
with the federal "Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990" (42 U.S.C.



s.12101 et seq.). For the purposes of this section, "service animal"
shall have the sane nmeaning as set forth in the federal "Anericans with
Disabilities Act of 1990" (42 U.S.C. s.12101 et seq.) and any
regul ati ons under such act.

4. Al passengers on any commuter transportation shall be provided
seating before a donestic conpani on animal may be placed in a seat.

5. The authority is authorized to pronul gate and enforce such rules
and regul ati ons as shall be necessary for the inplenentation of this
secti on.



