8§ 1264. Purposes of the authority. 1. The purposes of the authority
shall be the continuance, further devel opnent and i nprovenent of
comut er transportation and other services related thereto within the
metropol i tan conmmuter transportation district, including but not limted
to such transportation by railroad, omibus, nmarine and air, in
accordance with the provisions of this title. It shall be the further
pur pose of the authority, consistent with its status as the ex officio
board of both the New York city transit authority and the triborough
bri dge and tunnel authority, to develop and inplenent a unified nass
transportation policy for such district in an efficient and
cost-effective manner that includes the use of design-build contracting
on all projects over two hundred mllion dollars in cost for new
construction and all projects over four hundred mllion dollars in cost
for projects that are predom nantly rehabilitation or replacenent of
exi sting assets except where a waiver is granted by the New York state
budget director pursuant to a request in witing fromthe netropolitan
transportation authority. For purposes of granting a waiver pursuant to
this section, such review shall consider whether the design build
contracting nethod is appropriate for the project that such waiver is
sought for, and the anobunt of savings and efficiencies that could be
achi eved using such nmethod. The determ nation for such waiver shall be
made in witing within forty-five days fromrequest or shall be deened
gr ant ed.

2. It is hereby found and declared that such purposes are in al
respects for the benefit of the people of the state of New York and the
authority shall be regarded as perform ng an essential governnental
function in carrying out its purposes and in exercising the powers
granted by this title.



