8§ 1204. Ceneral powers of the authority. 1. To sue and be sued.

2. To have a seal and alter the sane at pleasure.

* 3. To acquire, hold, use and di spose of equipnent, devices and
appurtenances, and other property for its corporate purposes, including,
the power to dispose of personal property with a value of five hundred
t housand dollars or |less by public auction in accordance with guidelines
adopted by the netropolitan transportation authority pursuant to section
twel ve hundred sixty-five of this article and title five-A of article
nine of this chapter.

* NB Effective until June 30, 2028

* 3. To acquire, hold, use and di spose of equipnent, devices and
appurtenances, and other property for its corporate purposes.

* NB Effective June 30, 2028

3-a. To acquire by purchase or condemnati on pursuant to the provisions
of the condemmation | aw real property or rights or easenents therein
necessary or convenient for the corporate purposes of the authority, and
to use the sanme so long as its corporate existence shall continue.

3-b. To apply for and receive and accept grants of property, noney and
services and ot her assistance offered or nade available to it by any
person, government or agency whatever, which it nmay use to neet capita
or operating expenses and for any other use within the scope of its
powers, and to negotiate for the sane upon such terns and conditions as
the authority may determ ne to be necessary, convenient or desirable.

4. To nake rules and regulations for its organi zation and internal
managenent .

5. To appoint officers, assign powers and duties to them and fix
t heir conpensati on.

5-a. To nmake, anmend and repeal rules governing the conduct and safety
of the public as it may deem necessary, convenient or desirable for the
use and operation of the transit facilities under its jurisdiction,
including without limtation rules relating to the protection or



mai nt enance of such facilities, the conduct and safety of the public,

t he paynent of fares or other |awful charges for the use of such
facilities, the presentation or display of docunmentation permtting free
passage, reduced fare passage or full fare passage on such facilities
and the protection of the revenue of the authority. Violations of such
rul es shall be an offense punishable by a fine of not exceeding
twenty-five dollars or by inprisonnment for not |onger than ten days, or
bot h, or nmay be punishable by the inposition by the transit adjudication
bureau established pursuant to the provisions of this title of a civil
penalty in an anmount for each violation not to exceed one hundred
dollars or, in the case of certain repeat violations relating to the
paynment of fares in accordance with subdivision el even of section twelve
hundred nine-a of this title, not to exceed one hundred fifty dollars
(in each case exclusive of supplenental penalties, interest or costs
assessed thereon), in accordance with a schedul e of such penalties as
may fromtine to time be established by rules of the authority. Such
schedul e of penalties may provide for the inposition of supplenental
penalties, not to exceed a total of fifty dollars for each violation,
upon the failure of a respondent in any proceedi ng conmenced with
respect to any such violation to nake tinely response to or appearance
in connection with a notice of violation of such rule or to any
subsequent notice or order issued by the authority in such proceedi ng.
There shall be no penalty or increnent in fine by virtue of a
respondent’'s tinely exercise of their right to a hearing or appeal. The
rules may provide, in addition to any other sanctions, for the
confiscation of tokens, tickets, cards or other fare nedia that have
been forged, counterfeit, inproperly altered or transferred, or

ot herwi se used in a manner inconsistent with such rules. The authority
shall not use, or arrange for the use, of bionetric identifying

technol ogy, including but not limted to facial recognition technol ogy,
to enforce rules relating to the paynent of fares.

6. To appoint enployees and fix their conpensation subject to the
provi sions of the civil service law and to grant, in its discretion,
cash paynents to the surviving spouse or to the |legal representatives of
its deceased enpl oyees, equal to the current nonetary val ue of
accunmul ated and unused vacation tine, if any, and the nonetary val ue of



accurul ated and unused overtine, if any, for overtinme which was worked
and credited subsequent to June fifteenth, nineteen hundred fifty-three,
conputed at the rate of salary in effect at the tinme the overtine was
wor ked, standing to the credit of its enployees as of the tinme of their
deat h and, notwi thstandi ng the provisions of section one hundred
thirty-five of the civil service law or any other state or local lawto
the contrary, to grant, in its discretion, severance pay to surplus

enpl oyees on separation from service.

7. To retain and enploy counsel, auditors, engineers and private
consultants on a contract basis or otherw se for rendering professional
or technical services and advice.

8. Pursuant to the provisions of this title, to construct,
reconstruct, inprove, naintain and operate any transit facility, whether
now exi sting, or constructed, acquired or provided in the future, and to
fix fares on any such transit facilities.

9. To construct, reconstruct, inprove, maintain and operate buil dings,
structures and facilities as nmay be necessary or convenient and to
mai ntai n and operate, directly or enter into contracts or |eases for the
acqui sition, maintenance, and operation of areas for the parking of
notor vehicles in the vicinity of its transit facilities, and in its
discretion to fix and charge for such parking a conbination fee which
shal | include the established rate of fare for use of its transit
facilities.

9-a. To post signs notifying the public of the maxi numfine for
t hrowi ng, dunpi ng, or causing to be thrown, dunped, deposited or placed
any refuse, trash, garbage, rubbish, litter, or any nauseous or
of fensive matter on subway tracks or the right-of-way of a subway,
pursuant to section fifty-two-e of the railroad law, to the extent that
funds for such signs are avail abl e.

10. Wth the consent of the city to use officers, enployees, agents
and facilities of the city paying to the city an agreed proportion or
anount of the conpensation or costs involved.



11. To nake or enter into contracts, agreenents, deeds, |eases,
conveyances or other instrunents necessary or convenient, and to assi st
and cooperate with the netropolitan transportation authority to carry
out the powers of the metropolitan transportation authority in
furtherance of the purposes and powers of the authority as provided in
this article, including, without limtation, the transactions described
in sections twelve hundred sixty-six-c, twelve hundred sixty-nine and
twel ve hundred seventy-d of this article. This power shall include the
power to nake contracts with other persons operating transit facilities
for conmbined fares for the use of such facilities and the transit
facilities operated by the authority and for the division of such fares,
and the power to make contracts for the transportation of the United
States nmil or personal property.

12. To surrender to the city property no | onger required by the
authority.

13. To rent space and grant concessions on or in any transit or other
facility under its jurisdiction, to fix and collect rentals, fees or
ot her charges therefor, and to contract for the sale or disposition of
waste, products or by-products incidental to its operations or in excess
of its requirenents.

13-a. Notwi t hstanding the provisions of section fourteen hundred
twenty-three of the penal |aw or the provisions of any general, special
or local law, code, ordinance, rule or regulation to the contrary the
authority nmay erect signs or other printed, painted or advertising
matter on any property, including elevated structures, |eased or
operated by it or otherwi se under its jurisdiction and control and nay
rent, | ease or otherwise sell the right to do so to any person, private
or public.

14. To nmake plans, surveys and studies of transit facilities in the
city and prepare reconmmendations in regard thereto.

15. To exercise all requisite and necessary authority to nanage,



control and direct the nmintenance and operation of transit facilities
transferred to it for the convenience and safety of the public with
power, in its discretion, to extend, nodify, discontinue, curtail, or
change routes or nethods of transportati on where the conveni ence and
safety of the public would be served thereby or where existing routes or
nmet hods are inefficient or uneconom cal; provided, however, that (except
in cases of energencies) at least thirty days prior to any proposed

nodi fication, discontinuance, curtail ment or change of any transit route
or nethod of transportation, the authority shall give notice of its
intention to the board of estimate and shall, upon request of such board
Wi t hin such period, conduct a public hearing thereon.

16. Inits discretion to provide and naintain a transit police
departnment and a uniforned transit police force. Such departnent and
force shall have the power and it shall be their duty, in and about
transit facilities, to preserve the public peace, prevent crine, detect
and arrest offenders, suppress riots, nobs and insurrections, disperse
unl awf ul or dangerous assenbl ages and assenbl ages whi ch obstruct free
passage; protect the rights of persons and property; guard the public
health; regulate, direct, control and restrict pedestrian traffic;
renove all nuisances; enforce and prevent violation of all |aws and
ordi nances; and for these purposes to arrest all persons guilty of
violating any | aw or ordi nance. Appointnents to such transit police
force shall be nade in accordance with applicabl e provisions of the
civil service |aw and only persons who shall be |less than twenty-nine
years of age at the date of the filing of an application for civil
servi ce exam nation, who have never been convicted of a felony, and who
are citizens of the United States shall be appointed transit patrol nen
on the transit police force. Each nenber of such force shall be a police
of ficer as defined by paragraph (e) of subdivision thirty-four of
section 1.20 of the crimnal procedure |aw and shall possess all the
powers of a police officer of a city in the execution of crimna
process; and crim nal process issued by any court or nagistrate of a
city may be directed to and executed by a menber of such force,
not wi t hst andi ng the provisions of any |ocal or special act, ordinance or
regul ati on.



The authority may appoint a chief and a deputy chief of the transit
police departnent who, in the discretion of the authority, nay be
selected fromthe ranks of the transit police force, and assign powers
and duties to themand fix their conpensation. The chief shall be the
head of such department. During the absence or disability of the chief,
t he deputy chief shall possess all the powers and performall the duties
of the chief. The transit police force shall consist of captains,
| i eutenants, sergeants and police officers. The authority may det ai
persons in the rank of captain of the transit police force to serve in
hi gher ranks. A captain when so detailed to serve in a higher rank my
be granted an increase in salary above the grade established for the
rank of captain in the uniforned force. The authority may maintain a
di vision for detective purposes to be known as the detective division
and may, fromtine to tinme, detail to service in said division as many
menbers of the force as it may deem necessary, and may at any tine
revoke any such detail. Any nmenber of the force while so detailed nay be
granted an increase in salary above the grade established for his or her
rank in the uniformed force, but shall retain his or her rank in the
force and shall be eligible for pronotion the sane as if serving in the
uni formed force, and the tinme during which he or she serves in such
di vision shall count for all purposes as if served in his or her rank or
grade in the unifornmed force.

16-a. The authority shall establish and publish or cause to be
publ i shed schedul es for all passenger transportation services under its
operation. Such schedul es shall include the estinated departure and
arrival tinme at each term nal point of each route except that, on lines
where the headway tine during the period between six AM and seven P. M
is less than ten mnutes, such headway tinme alone nmay be listed for that
period. Such schedul es shall al so show the el apsed running tine between
the term nal and each station. Schedul es shall be nade avail abl e at each
facility on the applicable route at which tokens or tickets are sold and
shal | be posted at each appropriate station operated by the authority.

17. To do all things necessary or convenient to carry out its purposes
and for the exercise of the powers granted in this title.



18. A copy of any report submtted by the authority pursuant to
sections twenty-eight hundred, twenty-eight hundred one and twenty-ei ght
hundred two of this chapter shall be subm tted contenporaneously to the
mayor .

19. To invest any funds, accounts or other nonies not required for
i mmedi ate use or di sbursenent, at the discretion of the authority, in
any of the investnents in which the netropolitan transportation
authority is permtted to invest its nonies pursuant to subdivision four
of section twelve hundred sixty-five of this article.



