8§ 20.01 Purpose. Wth the loss of natural areas through devel opnent,
there is a critical need for the creation of a new designation of park
| and containing wildlife, flora, scenic, historical and archeol ogi cal
sites that are unique and rare in New York state. The comm ssioner may
designate a system of park preserves to assure the protection of this
heritage for future generations.

Furthernore, there is a need to create an additional park designation,
to be known as park preservation areas, to identify and conserve
portions of state parks, parkways, historic sites and recreational
facilities that, although the entire facility does not qualify as a park
preserve, nonethel ess possess outstandi ng ecol ogi cal val ues, i ncluding
assenbl ages of flora and fauna that are unique or rare in the state. The
commi ssi oner may designate a system of park preservation areas to
protect outstandi ng ecol ogical values within facilities under the
jurisdiction of the office that have not been desi gnated park preserves.
For adm ni strative purposes, designated park preservation areas shall be
considered a part of the park preserve system



