8§ 19.07 People's history project. 1. The | egislature hereby finds and
declares that the history of New York state is replete with persons,
sites, and events of both |ocal and statew de inportance that have
her et of ore been overl ooked by mai nstream established history. The
state's historical sites and history as it is taught in school and
popul arly recorded fail to take into consideration the nultitude of
peopl es who have built this state, a state that has been significantly
i npacted by inmgrant and ethnic popul ations of this country and honme to
the majority of social and econom c novenents of the |ast four hundred
years. It is tine to recognize those fromevery background who have
contributed to the history of this state, and give new cause for pride
and create new role nodels for all people. Recognizing such historica
sites, events and persons will also contribute to tourism especially
special niche tourism and consequently contribute to the econom c
devel opnent of the state, especially in areas that are underdevel oped
econoni cal | y and di sadvant aged.

2. The conm ssioner shall establish within the office a people's
hi story cormttee. The nenbers of the committee shall be appointed by
t he conm ssioner and shall be representative of academ c and
prof essi onal historians, nmenbers of |ocal historical societies and other
such groups. Such nenbers of the conmttee shall reflect the diversity
of the residents of this state with regard to race, ethnicity, gender,
| anguage, and geographi c resi dence. The nenbers of the conmittee shal
serve wi thout conpensation, but shall be allowed their actual and
necessary expenses.

3. The commi ssioner shall establish a process whereby the people of
the state nay nom nate persons, sites, and events of historical
significance each year for inclusion in the people's history project who
may be of local, regional, statew de or national significance. The
committee, in consultation with |ocal historians, historical societies,
and other authorities, where appropriate, shall evaluate the nerits of
such nom nees, and may select up to ten persons, sites or events per
year for inclusion in the people's history project. In its evaluation of
the nerits of nom nees, such comm ssion shall consider, including but
not limted to, the following factors: the historical inpact of such



person, site or event, how such inpact changed history, and the effect
t hat such person, site or event had on the state and whet her such
person, site, or event that has been overl ooked.

4. For nom nees approved by the conmttee, suitable conmenorative
mar kers of selected sites nmay be erected at the appropriate |ocation or
| ocations as determ ned by the conm ssioner. The office shall maintain a
website listing the persons, sites, and events selected by the
commttee, a description thereof, a nmap showi ng the |ocations thereof if
applicabl e, and any ot her rel evant information.



