§ 15.03 Manner of acquisition. 1. Lands acquired by the state pursuant
to this article shall be acquired by the office pursuant to sections
3.17 and 3.19 or, in the sixth park region, by the departnent of
envi ronnment al conservation, as provided by | aw. The nobneys appropri at ed
for such purposes shall be paid on the audit and warrant of the state
conptroller on the certificate of the conm ssioner.

2. No real property shall be acquired by a nmunicipality pursuant to
this article unless such acquisition shall have been approved by (a) the
commi ssi oner of environnental conservation, in the case of real property
within the sixth park region; or (b) the conm ssioner, on the
recommendati on of the state comm ssioner of housing and comrunity
renewal , in the case of nei ghborhood parks established pursuant to
par agraph (c) of subdivision three of section 15.05; or (c) by the
commi ssioner, in the case of all other acquisitions. Upon such approval,
and with the approval of the governing body thereof, a nmunicipality my
acquire such real property with the aid funds nmade avail able by this
article for nunicipal park purposes, by purchase, agreenent or in any
ot her manner provided by law for the acquisition of real property for
publ i c purposes by such nunicipality. The state share of the cost of
such I ands shall be paid on the audit and warrant of the state
conptroller on the certificate of the comm ssioner and the entire cost
may be paid in the first instance by the state as an advance subject to
subsequent rei nbursenment of the share of the nunicipality. In addition
to any other legal nethod of financing its share of the cost of
acqui sition of such lands, a municipality may rai se such share by
general tax upon all taxable real property |located therein or by special
tax or assessnent upon the real property benefited thereby, or partly by
such general tax and partly by such special tax or assessnent, in
accordance with applicable laws relating to the paynent of the cost of
real property acquired by such nunicipality for park use. In the event a
municipality shall fail to pay its share of the cost of acquisition of
such lands within six nonths of the certification to the municipality by
the state conptroller of the anbunt of such cost, the state conptroller
shal |l cause to be withheld fromthe state assistance funds to which such
municipality would otherwi se be entitled, a sumsufficient to rei nmburse
the state for any anount remai ning unpaid, together with interest on any



such unpaid anount at the rate of three per cent per annumfromthe date
of such certification. Mneys so withheld shall be credited against the
anount of principal and interest payable by such nmunicipality for its
share of the cost of acquisition of such | ands.



