* 8§ 14.12 New York state two hundred fiftieth conmenoration
comm ssion. 1. As used in this section, the following terns shall nean
and i ncl ude:

(a) "Conm ssion" nmeans the New York state two hundred fiftieth
comenor ati on conm ssion created by subdivision two of this section.

(b) "Heritage organization" nmeans a historic site, historical society,
battl efield, historic park, history-based nuseum friends groups,
i brary, archive, academic institute, historical anniversary
organi zation, historical awareness group or Native Anerican cul tural
center whose mission is to preserve and pronote the history of a |ocale,
regi on, people, or the entirety of the state.

2. (a) The office shall create the New York state two hundred fiftieth
commenor ati on comm ssion. Fromthe effective date of this section until
Decenber thirty-first, two thousand thirty-three, such conm ssion shal
devel op plans to pronote and coordi nate activities to conmenorate the
two hundred fiftieth anniversary of the Anerican Revol ution. Such plans
may i ncl ude:

(i) including heritage organi zations as the focal points for the
conmenor at i on;

(ii) coordinating foruns across the state to seek ideas fromthe
public on the comrenoration including how New Yorkers, Americans and
those fromother countries may cel ebrate such anniversary;

(iii) coordinating activities with civic, educational and heritage
organi zations to devel op public interest and invol venent in the planning
and devel opnment of the conmenoration;

(iv) pronoting and encouragi ng educati onal outreach prograns using
medi a and technol ogy including electronic conmuni cations to achi eve
national and international inpact;

(v) coordinating the planning of commenorative events for al
i nterested conmunities throughout the state;

(vi) inviting other interested states and nations to participate in
prograns and events for the commenoration;

(vii) coordinating and pronoting the holding of neetings, conferences,
sem nars and conventions in interested comrunities using such
anniversary as an attraction and thene;

(viii) coordinating and pronoting the hol ding of conmunity engagenent



and educational events in interested comrunities using such anniversary
as an attraction and thene;

(i x) seeking funding fromprivate individuals, foundations and
corporations to support capital inprovenents, preservation and
conservati on needs associated with events and sites conmmrenorating such
anni versary;,

(x) coordinating and cooperating with state entities and touri st
pronoti on agencies, as defined in article five-A of the economc
devel opnent | aw;

(xi) coordinating and cooperating with |local, state and federal
entities including those relating to heritage area pronotion and any
federal conm ssion created to participate in planning and devel opnent of
such anni versary observance; and

(xii) setting goals and benchmarks for the work of the comm ssion.

(b) The comm ssion may coordinate and consult with the New York state
mlitary nuseum and veterans research center, Saratoga nationa
hi stori cal park, Chanplain Valley National Heritage Partnership, Erie
Canal way National Heritage Corridor, Maurice D. H nchey Hudson River
Val l ey National Heritage Area, N agara Falls National Heritage Area,
Humani ti es New York, Association of Public Hi storian of New York State,
the Preservati on League of New York State, national historic |andmarks,
national historic |andmark stewardship organi zati ons and any ot her
organi zations it deens necessary in the devel opnent, planning, pronotion
and coordination of activities to comenorate the two hundred fiftieth
anni versary of the American Revol ution.

(c) The comm ssion may coordi nate and consult with each of the
foll owi ng: the Cayuga Nation, the Oneida Indian Nation, the Onondaga
I ndi an Nation, the Saint Regis Mbdhawk Tribe, the Seneca Nation of
I ndi ans, the Shinnecock Indian Nation, the Stockbridge-Minsee Comrunity
Band of Mohi can Indians, the Tonawanda Band of Seneca, and the Tuscarora
Nat i on.

(d) The comm ssion shall consist of twenty-one voting nenbers to be
appoi nted as foll ows:

(i) the comm ssioner or his or her designee;

(ii) the comm ssioner of the departnment of education or his or her
desi gnee;

(iii) the president and chief executive officer of enpire state



devel opnment or his or her designee;

(iv) the comm ssioner of the office of general services;

(v) the secretary of state or his or her designee;

(vi) chair of the New York state tourism advisory council or his or
her desi gnee;

(vii) chair of the council for the arts or his or her designee;

(viii) director of the canal corporation or his or her designee;

(ix) four nmenbers shall be appointed by the governor, three nenbers
shal | be appointed by the tenporary president of the senate, three
menbers shall be appointed by the speaker of the assenbly, one nenber
shall be appointed by the mnority |eader of the senate and one nenber
shal | be appointed by the mnority |eader of the assenbly, to the extent
practicabl e, these appointnents shall include a representative from each
of the ten regional econoni c devel opnent councils; and

(x) the New York state historian.

(d) To the extent practicable, such appointees shall have a
prof essi onal background in one or nore of the followi ng fields: |ocal
government historian, acadenm c historian, nmuseum professional, social
studi es teacher or professor, tourism professional, archeol ogist,
ant hropol ogi st, or other expertise in the field of New York state
hi story and/or historic preservation, or professional or vol unteer
fundr ai si ng experi ence.

(e) The comm ssioner and the conm ssioner of the departnent of
education shall be co-chairpersons of the comm ssion. Vacancies in the
menber ship of the conm ssion shall be filled in the same nmanner provided
for original appointnents.

(f) Amjority of the nmenbers of the comm ssion shall constitute a
quor um

(g) The nenbers of the conm ssion shall receive no conpensation for
their services but shall be allowed their actual and necessary expenses
incurred in the perfornmance of their duties.

(h) The comm ssion shall hold a neeting at | east once each quarter

3. The commi ssion shall have the power:

(a) to prepare, publish and dissem nate information or reports to
hi ghlight for state agencies, |ocal governnents, and the general public
i ssues, problenms, and opportunities relevant to the two hundred fiftieth



anni versary of the American Revol ution;

(b) to assist |local governments and other appropriate organizations to
pl an comrenorations of the two hundred fiftieth anniversary of the
Anerican Revolution, and to do this, as far as possible, through
cooperation and through technical assistance, including planning
assi stance, citizen education and participation assistance, and
assi stance in preparation of grant applications to other entities;

(c) to apply for and receive funds fromthe federal and state
gover nnment ;

(d) notwi t hstandi ng any i nconsistent provision of law, to solicit and
accept gifts for the purpose of furthering the objectives of the
commi ssi on pursuant to this section;

(e) to conduct historical, economc and cul tural studies;

(f) to conduct education prograns;

(g) to assist individuals, corporations, heritage organizations and
ot her public entities on ways to protect and pronote the heritage
resources of the state;

(h) to prepare an annual report on the conduct of its activities which
shall be delivered to the governor, tenporary president of the senate,
and the speaker of the assenbly by January first;

(i) to serve a coordinating role in utilizing the capabilities of
ot her organi zations to carry out the duties prescribed in this section;
and

(j) to exercise and perform such other powers and duties as shall have
been or may be conferred by | aw.

4. (a) The conmm ssion shall develop a strategic plan, which shal
reconmend plans for conmenorating the state's role in the foundi ng of
the nation and the ensuing two hundred fifty years of history.

(b) The strategic plan shall be consistent with existing nanagenent
pl ans for resources included in the plan.

(c) Such strategic plan may include, but shall not be limted to, a
survey or inventory of the follow ng, together with the establishnent of
managenent priorities thereof: (i) historic, cultural and other heritage
resources; (ii) scenic resources; and (iii) educational and recreational
resour ces.

(d) By Decenber thirty-first, two thousand twenty-two, the commi ssion



shall vote to finalize the recommendati on contained in the strategic
plan. A copy of the strategic plan shall be provided to the governor,
the tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly.

(e) The comm ssion may propose anmendnents to the strategic plan
described in this subdivision as they are deened to be necessary and
appropri ate.

5. To effectuate the purposes of this section, the conmm ssion nay
request from any departnent, board, bureau, conm ssion or other agency
of the state, and the sane are authorized to provide, such cooperation
and assi stance, services and data as will enable the conm ssion to
properly carry out its functions pursuant to this section.

6. In adm nistering the provisions of this section, the conm ssion nay
make, within the limtations of appropriations avail able thereof, grants
to heritage organi zations towards the costs of a project recomended in
the plan. The commi ssion may submt |etters of support for grant
applications submtted by an organi zation for projects or prograns
recommended in the plan.

* NB Repeal ed Decenber 31, 2033



