8 9.46 Reports of substantial risk or threat of harm by nmental health
pr of essi onal s.

(a) For purposes of this section, the term"nental health
prof essional” shall include a physician, psychiatrist, psychol ogi st,
regi stered nurse, licensed clinical social worker, |icensed master
soci al worker, licensed nental health counselor, clinical nurse
specialist, certified nurse practitioner, licensed clinical nmarriage and
famly therapist, or a |licensed professional nurse.

(b) Notwi t hstanding any other law to the contrary, when a nental
heal t h professional currently providing treatnent services to a person
determ nes, in the exercise of reasonabl e professional judgnent, that
such person is likely to engage in conduct that would result in serious
harmto self or others, he or she shall be required to report, as soon
as practicable, to the director of community services, or the director's
desi gnee, who shall report to the division of crimnal justice services
whenever he or she agrees that the person is likely to engage in such
conduct. Information transmtted to the division of crimnal justice
services shall be limted to names and other non-clinical identifying
i nformati on, which may only be used for determ ning whether a |icense
i ssued pursuant to section 400.00 of the penal |aw should be suspended
or revoked, or for determ ning whether a person is ineligible for a
| i cense i ssued pursuant to section 400.00 of the penal law, or is no
| onger permtted under state or federal |aw to possess a firearm

(c) Nothing in this section shall be construed to require a nental
heal t h professional to take any action which, in the exercise of
reasonabl e professional judgnment, would endanger such nental health
prof essi onal or increase the danger to a potential victimor victins.

(d) The decision of a nental health professional to disclose or not to
di scl ose in accordance with this section, when nade reasonably and in
good faith, shall not be the basis for any civil or crimnal liability
of such nental health professional



