§ 9.13 Vol untary admi ssi ons.

(a) The director of any hospital nmay receive as a voluntary patient
any suitable person in need of care and treatnent, who voluntarily nakes
witten application therefor. If the person is under sixteen years of
age, the person nay be received as a voluntary patient only on the
application of the parent, |egal guardian, or next-of-kin of such
person, or, subject to the ternms of any court order or any instrunent
execut ed pursuant to section three hundred ei ghty-four-a of the soci al
services law, a social services official or authorized agency with care
and custody of such person pursuant to the social services |law, the
director of the division for youth, acting in accordance with section
five hundred nine of the executive law, or a person or entity having
cust ody of the person pursuant to an order issued pursuant to section
seven hundred fifty-six or one thousand fifty-five of the famly court
act. If the person is over sixteen and under eighteen years of age, the
director may, in his discretion, admt such person either as a voluntary
patient on his own application or on the application of the person's
parent, |egal guardian, next-of-kin, or, subject to the terns of any
court order or any instrunent executed pursuant to section three hundred
ei ghty-four-a of the social services law, a social services official or
aut hori zed agency with care and custody of such person pursuant to the
social services law, the director of the division for youth, acting in
accordance with section five hundred nine of the executive |aw, provided
t hat such person know ngly and voluntarily consented to such application
i n accordance with such section, or a person or entity having custody of
t he person pursuant to an order issued pursuant to section seven hundred
fifty-six or one thousand fifty-five of the famly court act.

(b) If such voluntary patient gives notice in witing to the director
of the patient's desire to | eave the hospital, the director shal
pronptly rel ease the patient; provided, however, that if there are
reasonabl e grounds for belief that the patient may be in need of
i nvoluntary care and treatnent, the director may retain the patient for
a period not to exceed seventy-two hours fromrecei pt of such notice.
Before the expiration of such seventy-two hour period, the director
shall either release the patient or apply to the suprene court or the
county court in the county where the hospital is |ocated for an order
authorizing the involuntary retention of such patient. The application



and proceedings in connection therewith shall be in the nanner
prescribed in this article for a court authorization to retain an

i nvoluntary patient, except that notice of such application shall be
served forthwith and, if a hearing be denmanded, the date for hearing to
be fixed by the court shall be at a tine not later than three days from
t he date such notice has been received by the court. If it be determ ned
by the court that the patient is nentally ill and in need of retention
for involuntary care and treatnent in the hospital, the court shal
forthwith i ssue an order authorizing the retention of such patient for
care and treatnent in the hospital, or, if requested by the patient, his
guardi an, or commttee, in such other non-public hospital as may be
within the financial nmeans of the patient, for a period not exceeding
sixty days fromthe date of such order. Further application for
retention of the patient for periods not exceeding six nonths, one year,
and two year periods thereafter, respectively, nmay thereafter be made in
accordance with the provisions of this article.

In the case of a patient under eighteen years of age, such notice
requesting rel ease of the patient may be given by the patient, by the
person who nade application for his adm ssion, by a person of equal or
closer relationship, or by the nmental hygiene |egal service. |If such
notice be given by any other person, the director may in his discretion
refuse to discharge the patient and in the event of such refusal, such
ot her person or the nmental hygi ene |egal service nmay apply to the
suprene court or to a county court for the rel ease of the patient.



