* § 82.01 Legislative findings and purpose.

(a) The legislature finds that a person's right to nake their own
decisions is critical to their autonony and self-determ nation. People
with intellectual, devel opnental, cognitive and psychosoci al
disabilities are often denied that right because of stigna and out dated
bel i efs about their capability. This right is denied, despite the
reality that very few people nake decisions entirely on their own.
Everyone uses supports, as do people with disabilities; who may just
need nore or different kinds of supports.

(b) The legislature further finds that the, now well recognized,
practice of supported decision-naking is a way in which many people with
disabilities can make their own decisions with the support they need
fromtrusted persons in their lives, and that supported deci si on-naki ng
can be a less restrictive alternative to guardi anship. Recogni zi ng t hat
supported deci sion-nmaki ng can take a variety of fornms, the |egislature
finds that a nore formal process, resulting in a supported
deci si on- maki ng agreenent between the person with a disability (the
deci si on-maker) and their supporter or supporters, can provide the basis
for requiring third parties, who m ght otherw se question a person's
| egal capacity because of their disability, to recognize their decisions
on the same basis as others. Wien this nore fornmal process is foll owed,
people with disabilities can nmake choi ces confident that they will be
respected by others and knowing they will be solely responsible for
t heir own deci sions.

(c) The legislature further finds that supported decision-nmaki ng and
supported deci sion-nmaki ng agreenments shoul d be encouraged when
appropriate for persons with disabilities, and that the execution of a
supported deci sion-maki ng agreenent should not detrinmentally inpact the
eligibility of a person for other services, including adult protective
servi ces.

(d) The legislature also strongly urges rel evant state agencies and
civil society to research and devel op appropriate and effective nmeans of
support for ol der persons with cognitive decline, persons with traumatic
brain injuries, and persons with psychosocial disabilities, so that ful
| egi sl ative recognition can al so be accorded to the decisions nade with
supported deci si on-nmaki ng agreenments by persons with such conditions,
based on a consensus about what kinds of support are nost effective and



how t hey can best be delivered.

* NB Effective 90 days fromthe date that the regul ations issued in
accordance with 8 1 of chapter 481 of 2022 appear in the New York State
Regi ster or the date such regul ati ons are adopted, whichever is |ater.



