8§ 81.03 Definitions.

When used in this article,

(a) "guardian" nmeans a person who is eighteen years of age or older, a
corporation, or a public agency, including a | ocal departnment of social
services, appointed in accordance with ternms of this article by the
suprene court, the surrogate's court, or the county court to act on
behal f of an incapacitated person in providing for personal needs and/or
for property managenent.

(b) "functional |evel" neans the ability to provide for personal needs
and/or the ability with respect to property managenent.

(c) "functional limtations" neans behavior or conditions of a person
which inpair the ability to provide for personal needs and/ or property
managenent .

(d) "least restrictive formof intervention" neans that the powers
granted by the court to the guardian with respect to the incapacitated
person represent only those powers which are necessary to provide for
t hat person's personal needs and/or property nmanagenent and which are
consistent with affording that person the greatest anount of
i ndependence and self-determnation in |light of that person's
under st andi ng and appreciation of the nature and consequences of his or
her functional limtations.

(e) "avail abl e resources” nmeans resources such as, but not limted to,
vi siting nurses, honenakers, hone health aides, adult day care and
mul ti purpose senior citizen centers, powers of attorney, health care
proxies, trusts, representative and protective payees, and residential
care facilities.

(f) "personal needs" neans needs such as, but not limted to, food,
clothing, shelter, health care, and safety.

(g) "property managenent" means taking actions to obtain, adm nister
protect, and di spose of real and personal property, intangible property,
busi ness property, benefits, and incone and to deal with financi al
affairs.

(h) "activities of daily living" means activities such as, but not
limted to, nobility, eating, toileting, dressing, grooni ng,
housekeepi ng, cooki ng, shoppi ng, noney managenent, banki ng, driving or
usi ng public transportation, and other activities related to personal



needs and to property nanagemnent.

(i) "major nmedical or dental treatnent” neans a nedical, surgical or
di agnostic intervention or procedure where a general anesthetic is used
or which involves any significant risk or any significant invasion of
bodily integrity requiring an incision or producing substantial pain,

di sconfort, debilitation, or having a significant recovery period, or

whi ch invol ves the adm nistration of psychotropic nedication or

el ectroconvul sive therapy; it does not include any routine diagnosis or
treatment such as the adm nistration of nedications other than

chenot herapy for non-psychiatric conditions or nutrition or the
extraction of bodily fluids for analysis; dental care perforned with a

| ocal anesthetic; and any procedures which are provided under energency
ci rcunst ances, pursuant to section two thousand five hundred four of the
public health | aw.

(j) "life sustaining treatnment” nmeans nedical treatnent which is
sustaining life functions and wi t hout which, according to reasonable
medi cal judgnent, the patient will die within a relatively short tine
peri od.

(k) "facility" means a facility, hospital, or school, or an al coholism
facility in this state as such terns are defined in section 1.03 of this
chapter, a substance abuse programas such termis defined in article
ni neteen of this chapter, an adult care facility as such termis defined
in section two of the social services law, or a residential health care
facility or a general hospital as such terns are defined in section two
t housand ei ght hundred one of the public health | aw

(1) "mental hygiene facility"” nmeans a facility, hospital, or school,
or an alcoholismfacility in this state as such terns are defined in
section 1.03 of this chapter.



