8§ 80.01 Legislative findings and purpose.

The | egi slature hereby finds and declares that tinmely access to health
care for people who are nentally disabled is an inportant objective for
New York state; that the autonony of persons with decision-nmaking
capacity to nake health care decisions for thensel ves nust be respected,
and that, in cases involving persons with inpaired decision-nmaking
capacity, efforts should be made to ensure that health care deci sions
are based on the best interests of the patient and reflect, to the
extent possible, the patient's own personal beliefs and val ues. The
| egi slature further finds that the exclusive utilization of judicial
aut hori zation to obtain consent for nedical care for the nentally
di sabl ed has in sonme cases resulted in undue delay in the provision of
necessary care, needl essly jeopardizing the health of the nentally
di sabl ed. The | egislature further finds and declares that the public
interest will be served by the establishnent of a statew de
quasi -j udi ci al surrogate decision-naki ng process, which would determ ne
patient capacity to consent to or refuse nedical treatnent and assess
whet her the proposed treatnent pronotes the patient's best interests,
consistent with the patient's val ues and preferences. The process w ||
strengthen the surrogate decision-naking role of parents and ot her
famly menbers, while assuring that those individuals wthout avail able
fam |y nmenbers have access to nedical care.



