* § 41.51 State aid for costs of conprehensive psychiatric emergency
prograns.

(a) Notwi t hstandi ng any i nconsistent provision of this article, |ocal
governnments nay be granted state aid, subject to appropriations nmade
therefor, for up to one hundred percent of the net operating costs
incurred during the local fiscal year by such |ocal governnents, or by
vol untary agenci es pursuant to contract with such | ocal governments, for
t he operation of conprehensive psychiatric enmergency prograns |icensed
by the conm ssioner of nental health.

(b) The comm ssioner of mental health nay, subject to the approval of
the director of the budget, directly contract with general hospitals
| i censed pursuant to article twenty-eight of the public health law, to
rei mburse approved operating and capital costs of conprehensive
psychi atric energency prograns operated by such general hospitals.
Before entering into a direct contract with a general hospital, the
commi ssi oner shall notify each | ocal governnental unit |ocated within
the prograni s catchnent area and give the director of the |oca
governmental unit an opportunity to appeal the need for such direct
contract. Such appeals shall be informal in nature and the rul es of
evi dence shall not apply.
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