8§ 41.01 Decl aration of purpose.

This article is designed to enable and encourage | ocal governnents to
develop in the community preventive, rehabilitative, and treatnent
services offering continuity of care; to inprove and to expand exi sting
comunity prograns for persons with nental illness, devel opnenta
disabilities, and those suffering fromthe di seases of al coholism and
substance abuse; to plan for the integration of community and state
services and facilities for individuals with nmental disabilities; and to
cooperate with other |ocal governnments and with the state in the
provi sion of joint services and sharing of manpower resources.

Ef fective inplenentation of this article requires the direction and
adm ni stration, by each |ocal governnental unit, of a | ocal
conpr ehensi ve pl anni ng process for its geographic area in which al
provi ders of services shall participate and cooperate in the provision
of all necessary information. It also initiates a planning effort
involving the state, |ocal governnents and ot her providers of service
for the purpose of pronoting continuity of care through the devel opnent
of integrated systens of care and treatnent for individuals with nental
i1l ness, devel opnental disabilities, and for those suffering fromthe
di seases of al coholism and substance abuse.



