8§ 33.25 Rel ease of records pertaining to allegations and investigations
of abuse and m streatnent.

(a) Records and docunents pertaining to allegations and investigations
into reportable incidents at a facility, as defined in subdivision six
of section 1.03 of this chapter, including but not limted to al
conplaints and reports nade pursuant to article el even of the social
services law, shall be released to a qualified person, as defined in
par agr aph six of subdivision (a) of section 33.16 of this article, upon
a witten request by such qualified person. Such records and docunents
shall be made avail able by the appropriate office within twenty-one days
of the conclusion of its investigation, provided that the nanes and
ot her personally identifying infornmation of other patients and enpl oyees
shall not be included unless such patients and enpl oyees authori ze
di scl osure.

(b) Records and reports released in accordance with this section shal
be rel eased pursuant to subdivision (b) of section 33.23 of this article
and shall not be further dissem nated by the recipient, provided that a
reci pient may share any records and reports with: (i) a health care
provider; (ii) a behavioral health care provider; (iii) |Iaw enforcenent
if the recipient believes a crine has been committed; or (iv) the
reci pient's attorney.

(c) A cover letter shall acconpany records and reports released in
accordance with this section and shall state: PURSUANT TO SECTI ON 33. 25
OF THE MENTAL HYQ ENE LAW THE ATTACHED RECORDS AND REPORTS SHALL NOT BE
FURTHER DI SSEM NATED, EXCEPT THAT YOU MAY SHARE THE REPORT WTH. (i) A
HEALTH CARE PROVI DER; (ii) A BEHAVI ORAL HEALTH CARE PROVIDER; (iii) LAW
ENFORCEMENT, | F YOU BELI EVE A CRI ME HAS BEEN COW TTED; OR (iv) YOUR
ATTORNEY.

(d) Nothing in this section shall prohibit the receipt, use or
di ssem nation of any such records, reports, information or results of
i nvestigations or inquiry by any patient, fornmer patient, or qualified
person or person or official specified in paragraph (i), (ii), (iii) or
(iv) of subdivision (b) of this section acting on behalf of any patient,
former patient or patient's estate, in any |legal action or proceedi ng
brought by or on behal f of such patient, forner patient or patient's
estate.






