§ 33. 15 Habeas cor pus.

(a) A person retained by a facility or the departnent or a relative or
friend on his behalf is entitled to a wit of habeas corpus to question
the cause and legality of detention upon proper application.

(b) Upon the return of such a wit of habeas corpus, the court shal
exanm ne the facts concerning the person's alleged nental disability and
detention. The evidence shall include the clinical record of the patient
and nedical or other testinony as required by the court. The court nay
review the adm ssion and retention of the person pursuant to the
provi sions of this chapter. The court shall discharge the person so
retained if it finds that he is not nentally disabled or that he is not
in need of further retention for in-patient care and treatnent.

(c) I'n a subsequent application for a wit, any party to the
proceedi ng may introduce evidence or records froma prior hearing or
trial and such records shall have the sanme force and effect as
testi noni al evi dence.

(d) The application for a wit of habeas corpus and the proceedi ngs
upon it shall follow the procedure set forth in article seventy of the
civil practice law and rul es.

(e) The director of the facility where the person is detai ned shal
forthwith notify the nental hygiene | egal service of any such
application for a wit and provide it with information as to the case.



