8§ 31.26 Residential treatnent facilities for children and youth.

(a) The comm ssioner may aut horize the operation of residential
treatment facilities for children and youth. Such residential treatnent
facilities may only be operated by not-for-profit organizations.

(b) The comm ssioner shall have the power to adopt rules and
regul ati ons governing the establishnent and operation of residential
treatment facilities for children and youth. Such rules and regul ati ons
shall at |least require, as a condition of issuance or retention of an
operating certificate for a residential treatnent facility for children
and youth, that adm ssion of children into such facilities be in
accordance with priorities for adm ssion of children nost imediately in
need of such services in accordance with standards established by the
commi ssi oner which shall be in accordance with federal regulations.

(c) The comm ssioner, in consultation with the conm ssioner of
education and the comm ssioner of the office of children and famly
services, shall adopt rules and regul ati ons governing the standards for
adm ssions of individuals to residential treatnent facilities required
in section 9.51 of this chapter in accordance with federal regulations.

(d) The comm ssioner of mental health and the comm ssioner of social
services shall enter into a cooperative agreenent to govern the
operation of residential treatnent facilities for children and youth by
an aut horized agency, visitation, inspection and supervision of such
facilities, enforcenent of the conditions of operating certificates
i ssued to such facilities by the departnment of social services and the
of fice of nental health, and protection of the confidentiality of
clinical information regarding patients at such residential treatnent
facilities.

(e) The office of nental health, the departnent of social services and
t he departnent of education shall establish a uniformsystem by which
aut hori zed agenci es which operate residential treatnment facilities for
children and youth report the cost of operating such facilities.

(f) The office of nental health shall, in accordance with the
provi sions of section four thousand four of the education |aw, be
responsi bl e for paying the tuition costs for children who are receiving
care in a residential treatnent facility for children and youth if such
children are residents of this state and such children were not placed
in such a facility by a school district, social services district, the



division for youth or the famly court.



