§ 30.01 Legislative findings.

The | egislature hereby finds that effective diagnosis and treatnent
for citizens struggling with eating disorders, a conplex and potentially
life-threatening condition, requires a continuum of interdisciplinary
providers and | evels of care. Such effective diagnosis and treatnent
further requires the coordinati on and conprehensi ve nanagenment of an
i ndi vidualized plan of care specifically oriented to the distinct needs
of each i ndivi dual

The legislature further finds that, while there are nunerous health
care providers in the state with expertise in eating disorder treatnent,
there is no generally accessible, conprehensive systemfor responding to
t hese disorders. Due to the |ack of such a systemthe |egislature finds
that treatnent, information/referral, prevention and research activities
are fragnented and inconplete. In addition, due to the broad,
nmul tifaceted needs of individuals with eating disorders, insurance
paynments for the necessary plan of care and providers is usually
fragnented as well, leaving citizens with insufficient coverage for
essential services and, therefore, at risk of inconplete treatnent,
rel apse, deterioration and potential death.

The legislature therefore declares that the state take positive action
to facilitate the devel opnment and public identification of provider
net wor ks and care centers of excellence to provide a coordi nated,
conprehensi ve systemfor the treatnent of such disorders, as well as to
conduct conmunity education, prevention, information/referral and
research activities. The legislature further declares that health
coverage by insurers and health mai nt enance organi zati ons shoul d incl ude
covered services provided through such centers and that, to the extent
possi bl e and practicable, health plan rei mbursenment should be structured
in a manner to facilitate the individualized, conprehensive and
i ntegrated plans of care which such centers are required to provide.



