§ 19.01 Decl aration of policy.

The | egi slature declares the foll ow ng:

Al cohol i sm substance abuse and chem cal dependence pose major health
and social problens for individuals and their famlies when |eft
untreated, including fam |y devastation, homnel essness, and unenpl oynent.
It has been proven that successful prevention and treatnent can
dramatically reduce costs to the health care, crimnal justice and
soci al welfare systens.

The tragic, cumul ative and often fatal consequences of al coholism and
subst ance abuse are, however, preventable and treatable disabilities
that require a coordinated and nulti-faceted network of services.

The | egi slature recogni zes | ocally planned and i npl enented prevention
as a primary neans to avert the onset of al coholismand substance abuse.
It is the policy of the state to pronote conprehensive, age appropriate
education for children and youth and stimnul ate public awareness of the
ri sks associated with al coholismand substance abuse. Further, the
| egi sl ature acknow edges the need for a coordinated state policy for the
establ i shment of prevention and treatnent prograns designed to address
t he probl ens of chenmi cal dependency anobng youth, including prevention
and intervention efforts in school and comrunity-based prograns desi ghed
to identify and refer high risk youth in need of chem cal dependency
servi ces.

Substantial benefits can be gained through al coholism and substance
abuse treatnent for both addicted individuals and their famlies.
Positive treatnment outcones that nay be generated through a conplete
continuum of care offer a cost effective and conprehensi ve approach to
rehabilitating such individuals. The primary goals of the rehabilitation
and recovery process are to restore social, famly, lifestyle,
vocati onal and econom ¢ supports by stabilizing an individual's physical
and psychol ogi cal functioning. The |egislature recognizes the
i nportance of varying treatnent approaches and | evels of care designed
to meet each client's needs. Relapse prevention and aftercare are two



primary conmponents of treatnent that serve to pronote and maintain
recovery.

The | egi slature recogni zes that the distinct treatnent needs of
speci al popul ations, including woren and wonen with children, persons
with HV infection, persons diagnosed with nmental illness, persons who
abuse chem cals, the honel ess and veterans with posttraunmatic stress
di sorder, nerit particular attention. It is the intent of the
| egi slature to pronote effective interventions for such popul ations in
need of particular attention. The |l egislature also recogni zes the
i nportance of famly support for individuals in alcohol or substance
abuse treatnent and recovery. Such famly participation can provide
| asting support to the recovering individual to prevent rel apse and
mai ntai n recovery. The intergenerational cycle of chem cal dependency
within famlies can be intercepted through appropriate interventions.

The state of New York and its |ocal governnents have a responsibility
in coordinating the delivery of al coholismand substance abuse servi ces,
through the entire network of service providers. To acconplish these
objectives, the legislature declares that the establishnment of a single,
uni fied office of al coholismand substance abuse services will provide
an integrated framework to plan, oversee and regulate the state's
prevention and treatnent network. In recognition of the grow ng trends
and incidence of chem cal dependency, this consolidation allows the
state to respond to the changing profile of chem cal dependency. The
| egi sl ature recogni zes that some distinctions exist between the
al cohol i sm and substance abuse field and where appropriate, those
distinctions may be preserved. Accordingly, it is the intent of the
state to establish one office of alcoholismand substance abuse services
in furtherance of a conprehensive service delivery system



