8§ 16. 35 Devel opnental disabilities services quality inprovenent
denonstrati on program

(a) For purposes of this section "facility" means any not-for-profit
or public agency regulated by the office that provides services funded
in whole or in part by the state.

(b) Notwithstanding any law, rule or regulation to the contrary, the
commi ssi oner shall, within anounts appropriated, including federal
financial participation if available, establish a denponstration program
to inprove the quality of care for facility clients through the increase
or inprovenent of direct care staff at such facilities. In furtherance
of such denonstration programfor facilities selected through a
conpetitive process, rates of paynent or state aid shall be adjusted
accordingly. Requests for proposals for eligible projects shall be
i ssued by the conm ssioner.

(c) Such eligible projects shall be designated by the conm ssioner and
may i ncl ude:

(1) an increase in direct care staff, either facility wide or targeted
at a particular area of care or shift;

(2) increased training and education of direct care staff, including
allowing direct care staff to increase their |evel of |icensure or
certification relevant to facility care;

(3) efforts to decrease staff turn-over through wage, enployee benefit
i nprovenents, or other neans; and

(4) other efforts related to the recruitnent and retention of direct
care staff that will effect the quality of care at such facility.

(d) The comm ssioner shall consider, in selecting projects, the
i kel i hood that such project will inprove the care for the residents of
the facility, the financial need of the facility and such other matters
as the comm ssioner deens appropriate.

(e) Adjustnents to rates of paynent or state aid nade pursuant to this
section shall be subject to avail able appropriations and shall not, in
aggregate, exceed five mllion dollars annually. The program shal
commence on April first, two thousand seven and end on March
thirty-first, tw thousand ten.

(f) On or before June thirtieth, tw thousand ten, the comm ssioner
shall contract with an i ndependent consultant to evaluate and report to
t he conm ssioner, the speaker of the assenbly and the tenporary



presi dent of the senate on the inpact that the denonstration project has
had upon direct care staff recruitnment, retention and quality of
servi ces provided.



