8§ 13.05 Devel opnental disabilities advisory council.

(a) There is hereby established a devel opnental disabilities advisory
council. The council shall consist of the comm ssioner, the chairman of
the conference of |ocal nental hygiene directors or his or her designee,
and at least thirty-three nenbers to be appointed by the governor.

Begi nning on and after June thirtieth, tw thousand twenty-two, the
council shall consist of thirty-five nmenbers, including the
commi ssi oner, the chairman of the conference of |ocal nental hygiene
directors or his or her designee, four nenbers to be appointed by the
tenporary president of the senate, four nenbers to be appointed by the
speaker of the assenbly, one nenber to be appointed by the mnority

| eader of the senate, one nenber to be appointed by the mnority |eader
of the assenbly and twenty-three nmenbers to be appointed by the
governor. Any current nenber shall be allowed to finish his or her term
The conmi ssioner shall oversee and assist with the transition to the
makeup of the council after such date, ensuring that as current nenbers
ternms expire, the council appoints nenbers in the manner set forth in

t hi s subdivision. Menbers shall be appointed only if they have
denonstrated an active interest in or have obtai ned professional

knowl edge in the care of persons with devel opnental disabilities or in
the field of devel opnental disabilities generally. The governor shal
desi gnate one of the appointed nmenbers as chair. The council shall at
all times include in its nenbership representatives of comunity service
board devel opnental disabilities subcommttees, providers of services
and non-governnental organi zations concerned with services for persons
wi th devel opnmental disabilities. At |east one-third of the nmenbership of
t he advi sory council shall consist of consuner representatives including
persons with devel opnental disabilities, or their parents or guardians.

(b) Menbers shall be appointed for terns of three years provided,
however, that of the nenbers first appointed, one-third shall be
appoi nted for one year ternms and one-third shall be appointed for two
year terns. Vacancies shall be filled in the same nanner as prescri bed
i n subdivision (a) of this section. The designation of a nenber as chair
shal | be made bi-annually.

(c) The devel opnmental disabilities advisory council shall have no
executive, admi nistrative or appointive duties. The council shall have
the duty to foster public understandi ng and acceptance of devel opnental



disabilities. It shall, in cooperation with the conm ssioner of

devel opnmental disabilities, provide recommendati ons for statew de
priorities and goals for services for individuals with devel opnenta
disabilities and shall advise the conm ssioner on matters related to
devel opnent and i npl enentati on of the statew de conprehensive plan as
requi red under section 5.07 of this chapter. The advisory council shal
have the power to consider any natter relating to the inprovenent of the
state devel opnental disabilities programand shall advise the
commi ssi oner of devel opnental disabilities thereon and on any nmatter
relating to the perfornmance of their duties with relation to individuals
wi th devel opnental disabilities and on policies, goals, budget and
operation of devel opnental disabilities services.

1. The council shall establish such comrittees as deened necessary hy
the chair with advice fromthe comm ssioner. Such conmttees shal
consider matters related to the various service popul ati ons served, and
prograns certified by the office, as well as other matters, including
pl anning, fiscal, and consuner affairs. The council shall prepare and
i ssue such reports on its activities as deened necessary.

2. The council shall neet at least four tines in each full cal endar
year. The council shall neet at the request of its chair or the
commi ssi oner.

(d) Menbers of the advisory council shall receive no conpensation for
their services but shall be reinbursed for all expenses actually and
necessarily incurred by themin the performance of their duties.

(e) At least thirty days prior to his or her final approval of
regul ati ons, other than energency regul ations, the comm ssioner shal
submit proposed regulations to the council for its review The counci
shall review all proposed regul ations and report its recomendati ons on
t he proposed regulations to the conm ssioner within thirty days. Such
peri od may be extended upon the agreenent of the conmm ssioner.

(f) The council shall assist the comm ssioner of devel opnent al
disabilities with the devel opnent and assessnent of the triennial state
devel opnmental disabilities plan issued by the office. To ensure the ful
use of existing specialized and generic services in the community, to
ensure that all providers and appropriate |ocal governnental agencies



are involved, and to ensure that |ocal services to persons with

devel opnmental disabilities and their famlies are readily avail able and
accessi ble, the council shall periodically assess the |ocal planning
process and rmake recommendati ons thereon to the conmm ssioner and to the
council for nental hygi ene pl anni ng.

* (g) The devel opnental disabilities advisory council shall produce a
report to review the inpact and the state's response to the COVID 19
state disaster energency, as declared by executive order two hundred two
of two thousand twenty, as it relates to individuals with intell ectual
or devel opnental disabilities. The office and the departnent of health
shal | provide technical assistance and access to data as is required for
the council to effectuate such review and produce such report. The
report shall include, but not be Iimted to:

(i) atineline and inventory of any and all rel evant executive orders,
gui dance and regul ations put forth by the departnment of health, the
of fice, the executive or any other agency between March first, two
t housand twenty and April first, two thousand twenty-one in response to
t he COVI D-19 out break

(ii) atinmeline of any outreach conducted by the office with
st akehol ders, including self-advocates, fam |y advocates and vol untary
provi ders and what, if any, changes to gui dance were nade as a result of
such comuni cation with stakehol ders;

(iii) any actions or guidance the office, the departnent of health
and/ or any ot her agency took to m nimze exposure of COVID- 19 between
residents and staff;

(iv) an inventory of actions the office, the departnent of health
and/ or any ot her agency took to assist in the procurenent or
provi si oni ng of personal protective equipnment for residents and staff in
state operated facilities, and facilities operated by voluntary
provi ders. For purposes of this section, "personal protective equipnment”
shall nmean all equi pment worn or used to mnin ze exposure to a
comuni cabl e di sease, including but not limted to gl oves, masks and
face shiel ds;

(v) an inventory of costs incurred by the office related to respondi ng
to COVI D-19;

(vi) an inventory of actions the office, the departnent of health
and/ or any ot her agency took to assist underserved comunities including



but not limted to racial and ethnic mnority communities; and

(vii) specific challenges that were faced with regards to individuals
with intell ectual and devel opnental disabilities.

(2) The devel opnmental disabilities advisory council shall also
eval uate policies, procedures, and prograns that were inplenented during
the course of the COVID-19 pandenmic to determ ne the efficacy on safety.

(3) The devel opnental disabilities advisory council shall provide
recomnmendat i ons of changes to any |laws or regul ations that inpeded
response to COVID-19 to the | egislature.

(4) Such report shall be submtted to the governor, the tenporary
presi dent of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly no later than
nine nonths fromthe effective date of this subdivision and shall be
made publicly avail abl e online.

* NB Repeal ed 10 days after transm ssion of the report of the findings
by the devel opnental disabilities advisory council to the governor, the
tenporary president of the senate and the speaker of the assenbly

(h) The devel opnmental disabilities advisory council shall publish a
conprehensi ve sunmmary of information about their activities to the
office's website annually, in an accessible format. Such information
shal | include, at m ni mum

1. actions taken to foster public understandi ng and acceptance of
devel opnental disabilities;

2. recommendations nmade to the comm ssioner related to statew de
priorities and goals for services for individuals with devel opnenta
disabilities, and the inplenentation of the statew de conprehensive pl an
as required under section 5.07 of this chapter; and

3. any other actions taken by the council related to their duties.



