§ 13.01 Declaration of policy.

The state of New York and its |ocal governnments have a responsibility
for the prevention and early detection of devel opnental disabilities and
for the conprehensively planned provision of services including care,
treatnment habilitation and rehabilitation of their citizens with
devel opnental disabilities.

Therefore, it shall be the policy of the state to conduct research and
to devel op prograns to further the prevention and early detection of
devel opnmental disabilities; to devel op a conprehensive, integrated
system of services which has as its primry purposes the pronotion and
attai nnment of independence, inclusion, individuality and productivity
for persons with devel opnental disabilities; to serve the full range of
needs of persons with devel opnental disabilities by expanding the nunber
and types of community based services and devel opi ng new net hods of
service delivery; and to inprove the equity, effectiveness and
ef ficiency of services for persons with devel opnental disabilities by
serving persons in the conmmunity as well as those in devel opnent al
centers, by inproving the conditions in devel opnental centers, and by
establishing accountability for carrying out the policies of the state
with regard to such persons.

To acconplish these goals and neet the particul ar needs of individuals
wi th devel opnental disabilities, a new autononous agency to be known as
the office for people with devel opnental disabilities has been
established. The office and its conm ssioner shall plan and work with
| ocal governnents and voluntary organi zati ons and all providers of
services, and individuals with devel opnental disabilities and their
famlies and representatives, to develop an effective, integrated,
conprehensi ve systemfor the delivery of all necessary supports and

services to all individuals with devel opnental disabilities and to
create financing procedures and nechani sns to support such a system of
supports and services to ensure that all individuals with devel opnental

disabilities in need of supports and services receive appropriate and
tinmely supports and services close to their famlies and conmunity. In
carrying out these responsibilities, the office and its conm ssi oner



shall make full use of existing services in the community, including

t hose provided by voluntary and other service organizations, and within
annual anounts made avail abl e shall add in-hone, residential and day
service and support capacity, to address the needs of individuals with
devel opnental disabilities.

Any provisions of this article which explicitly or inplicitly apply
to, or reference, persons who are nentally retarded, shall be deened to
apply to, or reference, persons with devel opnental disabilities.



