§ 282-a. Applications for coverage of interimnmultiple dwellings and
residential units. 1. Were any occupant has filed an application for
coverage pursuant to this article and has received a docket nunber from
the |l oft board, it shall be unlawful for an owner to cause or intend to
cause such occupant to vacate, surrender or waive any rights in relation
to such occupancy, due to repeated interruptions or discontinuances of
essential services, or an interruption or discontinuance of an essenti al
service for an extended duration or of such significance as to
substantially inpair habitability of such unit, at any tinme before the
| oft board has nmade a final determi nation, including appeals, to approve
or deny such application. This section shall not grant any rights of
continued occupancy ot her than those otherw se granted by [aw. Any
agreenent that waives or limts the benefits of this section shall be
deened void as against public policy. In addition to any other renedies
provided in this article for failure to be in conpliance, in article
eight of this chapter, or in the regulations pronmul gated by the |oft
board, an occupant who has filed an application with the | oft board for
coverage under this article may conmence an action or proceeding in a
court of conpetent jurisdiction, which notw thstandi ng any ot her
provi sion of [aw shall include the housing part of the New York city
civil court, to enforce the provisions of this section.

2. It shall be unlawful for any owner to interrupt, deny, or
di sconti nue essential services, or to inpair the habitability of an
interimmultiple dwelling unit or building. In addition to any renedies
provi ded under this article, regulations pronulgated by the |oft board,
or any other law or regulation governing the housing standards, any
occupant of an interimnultiple dwelling may conmence an action or
proceeding in a court of conpetent jurisdiction which, notwthstanding
any other provision of law, shall include the housing part of the New
York city civil court, to enforce the provisions of this section. Any
agreenent that waives or limts the benefits of this section shall be
deened voi d as agai nst public policy.



