* § 260. Recovery of rent for certain non-conplying prem ses
restricted during emergency period. 1. Legislative finding. It is hereby
declared that in cities of this state with a popul ati on of over one
mllion there exists an acute shortage of dwelling acconmobdati ons
available to lowincone famlies; that many dwellings formerly occupied
by them have been and are continuing to be vacated and denoli shed
because of structural inadequacy or danger, obsol escence and
di | api dati on, or because owners have refused to conply with the |aw, or
for other reasons; that the freedom of contract has been inpaired in
consequence thereof, and unjust, unreasonabl e and oppressive increases
in the rents of dwelling acconmodati ons available to such famlies are
being and will continue to be exacted; that world war Il has
necessitated an al nost conpl ete paralysis of building construction; that
the extent of construction of decent, safe and sanitary dwellings,
conformng with the m nimum standards prescribed by law, has failed to
produce a sufficient nunber of dwellings for the acconmpdati on of
famlies unable to pay higher rentals; that there has been a rapid
absorption of rentable vacancies in said dwellings and a sharp increase
in rentals; that such communities are threatened w th whol esal e
evictions; that an emergency exists by reason of these conditions, which
constitute a nenace to the health, safety, norals, welfare and confort
of the citizens of the state, underm ne the standard of living of a
| arge nunber thereof, tend to inpair and inpede the enforcenent of
exi sting statutes, cause overcrowdi ng and congestion, foster crineg,
encourage the spread of vice and disease and increase the death rate;

t hat adequate housi ng acconmodations to relieve the hardshi ps and
suffering resulting therefrom cannot be sufficiently provided, with or
Wi t hout public assistance, during the period of the energency as herein
decl ared; and the necessity for |legislative intervention, by the

enact nent of the provisions of this section and their application until
July first, nineteen hundred forty-nine, is hereby declared as a matter
of legislative determ nation, and the provisions of this section shal
remain in force and effect only until such date.

2. For the period during which any ol d-1aw tenenent or any converted
dwel ling shall fail to conply with the applicable provisions of article
six or seven, as the case may be, no rent therefor or for any part



t hereof shall be recovered by the owner, nor shall any action or special
proceedi ng be maintainable for such rent or to recover possession of
such dwelling or part thereof for non-paynent of rent, except rent at
such rate as shall not exceed the | owest rent charged therefor for any
nont h between Septenber thirtieth, nineteen hundred thirty-seven, and
April first, nineteen hundred forty-three.

3. In any such action or special proceeding in which there shall be
i nterposed a defense that the dwelling fails to conply with the
applicable provisions of article six or seven or that the rent denanded
exceeds the | owest rent charged for any nonth between Septenber
thirtieth, nineteen hundred thirty-seven, and April first, nineteen
hundred forty-three, the burden of proof shall be upon the party seeking
to recover rent or possession.

4. A certification by the departnent of the results of a search nmade
by the departnent shall be adm ssable as presunptive evidence of the
exi stence or non-exi stence of any violation of article six or seven as
in such certificate specified.

* NB Expired July 1, 1949



