8§ 171. Alterations. 1. A building, other than a frane buil ding,
originally occupied as a one-famly or two-famly dwelling may be
altered to a converted dwelling if its bulk and vol une has not been
i ncreased since April eighteenth, nineteen hundred twenty-nine, and if
it is converted in conformty with the other provisions of this article.

2. Except as permitted in subdivision nine of section nine and
subdi vi si on six of section one hundred seventy-two, it shall be
unl awf ul :

a. To increase the height or nunmber of stories of any converted
dwel ling or to increase the height or nunmber of stories of any buil ding
in converting it to a nultiple dwelling.

b. To reduce the room or wi ndow area of any converted dwelling or nake
any other alteration therein if such alteration decreases the |ight,
ventilation, fire protection or sanitation thereof.

c. To convert to a nultiple dwelling any dwel | ing which exceeds siXx
stories in height unless it was occupied as a nmultiple dwelling on Apri
fifteenth, nineteen hundred thirty;

d. To convert any dwelling to a class A multiple dwelling occupied by
five fam lies or nore upon any story unless such dwelling is fireproof
or is converted in conformty with the requirenents of subdivision three
or was occupied as a class Anmultiple dwelling on April fifteenth,
ni net een hundred thirty.

e. To conbine any converted dwelling with another buil ding which
exceeds six stories in height.

f. To enlarge or extend any converted dwelling so as to exceed by nore
than twenty-five per centumthe area which such dwelling had on any
floor at the tine of its conversion, except as provided in paragraph h.

g. To convert to a nultiple dwelling any dwelling not so converted
before April fifteenth, nineteen hundred thirty, if after such date it



has been increased in nunber of stories or conbined with anot her
bui l ding nore than six stories in height or enlarged or extended so as
to exceed by nore than twenty-five per centumthe area of such dwelling
or its area on any floor as shown by the plan approved by the departnent
before its erection, except as provided in paragraph h.

h. Paragraphs f and g shall not apply to, or be deened to prohibit,
any rear extension of the first story of any converted dwelling
permtted under the provisions of section one hundred seventy-two.

3. Converted dwellings six stories or less in height may be conbi ned
i f such dwel i ngs when conbined conformto the requirenments of this
subdi vi si on.

a. No frame building shall be a part of any such conbi nati on.

b. Every entrance hall, stair hall, public hall, stair and stair
encl osures shall be constructed of fireproof nmaterials throughout and
every door opening therefromand door assenbly shall be fireproof with
t he door self-closing and without transonms. Every public hall shall be
at least three feet six inches in clear width and encl osed with masonry
wal I's not | ess than eight inches in thickness. Every stair and stair
hal | shall be constructed and arranged throughout as provided in
sections thirty-five, thirty-six, fifty and fifty-two, and as provided
in sections one hundred two, one hundred five and one hundred six for
fireproof dwellings erected after April eighteenth, nineteen hundred
twenty-nine, and shall be at least three feet in clear width with al
| andi ngs at floor levels at |east three feet six inches in clear wdth.
In every conbination of three or nore such dwellings, fire-stairs shal
be | ocated so that there shall be horizontal access in the public hal
fromevery apartnment to two or nore fire-stairs, one or nore of which
shall be within fifty feet horizontally in the line of travel of one or
nore requi red nmeans of egress from such apartnent. Every stair,
fire-stair and fire-tower shall extend to the roof through a fireproof
bul khead constructed in conpliance with the provisions of section one
hundred four for fireproof nultiple dwellings.



c. The ceiling of the cellar, or of the |owest story, if there be no
cellar, shall be fire-retarded.

d. There shall be at |east two nmeans of egress fromevery apartnent or
suite of roons containing three or nore living roonms. Such neans shal
be renote fromeach other, with the first neans opening to a public hal
which is connected with a stair not nore than fifty feet distant from
such neans of egress. The second neans of egress shall be directly
accessible to a fire-tower or fire-stair, or to an outside fire-escape.

e. No window to the outer air shall be required opening from any
public hall, vestibule, stair, or stair hall artificially lighted and
ventil ated nmechanically as provided in section one hundred seven for
fireproof nmultiple dwellings. If any wi ndows are provided, they and
their assenblies shall be fireproof and glazed with wire glass, and if
such wi ndows are used in |ieu of nmechanical ventilation and artifici al
lighting, they shall also be arranged as provided for stairs and public
halls in non-fireproof nmultiple dwellings erected after Apri
ei ghteent h, ni neteen hundred twenty-nine.

f. No elevator shall be required, but should one be installed it shal
conformto the provisions of section fifty-one relating to el evators and
section one hundred five for fireproof dwellings.

g. None of the conbined dwellings shall be required to conply with
sections one hundred seventy-eight, one hundred eighty-five, one hundred
ei ghty-seven, one hundred ei ghty-eight and one hundred ninety or with
subdi vi si ons one, two and three of section one hundred ei ghty-nine.

h. When any business is conducted in any portion of dwellings so
conbi ned, the ceilings and walls of such portion shall be fire-retarded
and every door and door assenbly shall be fireproof with the door
sel f - cl osi ng.

4. Nothing in this article shall be deened to prohibit a conbination
of class A and B occupancy in any converted dwelling. If nore than fifty
per centum of the roons therein are used for class A occupancy, the



dwel l'ing shall be deened a class A dwelling, otherwise a class B
dwel |'i ng.



