8 900. Legislative findings and declaration. The | egislature hereby
finds and decl ares that exposure to asbestos fibers, a known
carcinogeni c agent, creates a serious risk to the public health and
safety. The legislature also finds that the public is nore frequently
exposed to these risks as a result of an increasing nunber of
rehabilitation and reconstruction projects on buil dings containing
asbestos or asbestos materials.

The legislature finds that the risks associated with asbestos are
exacerbated by the inproper and uni nformed manner in which sone
contractors and their enployees handl e asbestos. | nproper design,

i npl ementation or inspection of asbestos projects creates unnecessary
health and safety hazards which are detrinmental to the state's interest,
and that of its citizens.

The |l egislature, therefore, finds and declares it to be its purpose
and policy to reduce asbestos rel ated hazards by encouragi ng proper
trai ning of persons enployed to design, inplenment or inspect asbestos
projects and those who supervise or enploy them by requiring the
|l i censing of contractors and the certification of individuals involved
i n asbestos projects pursuant to regul ati ons pronul gated by the
commi ssioner, prior to the renoval, enclosure, encapsul ation or
di sturbance of friable asbestos or any handling of asbestos nateri al
which may result in the rel ease of asbestos fiber and by conferring upon
t he conm ssioner the authority to inspect ongoing asbestos projects and
promul gate and enforce safety and health standards regul ating the
conduct of those projects through injunctions, and the inposition of
civil and crimnal penalties.



