8§ 843. Enployer specific skills training. 1. The departnent shal
enter into agreenents with the comm ssioner of education to pay for the
partici pation of dislocated workers in enployer specific short-term
skill training provided by the comm ssioner of education under the
provi sions of the federal Vocational Education Act of 1963.

2. Enpl oyers seeking assistance. Enpl oyers seeking assistance in
| ocating the availability of enployer specific skills training prograns,
or seeking to have such a program devel oped may apply for assistance by
contacting a regional educational center for econom c devel opnent. Such
center shall survey existing prograns offered by it or through
appropriate substate grantees to identify any which may be suitable to
neet the needs of the applicant. If none is available, the departnent of
education shall contact |ocal education agencies within the substate
area, and adj acent substate areas, to pronote the devel opnent of
proposal s for prograns to be funded through the program

3. Grant applications by training providers. Training providers nmay
apply to the comm ssioner of education for grants to conduct enpl oyer
specific skill training prograns. Application for grants shall be in a
manner consistent with the application process for business and industry
specific training prograns under the federal Vocational Education Act of
1963, and shall be in a formprescribed by the conm ssioner of
education. Such application shall (a) describe the anpbunt and purposes
for which funding is requested; (b) describe the training services to be
provi ded, including the duration of training and the estinmated training
cost per recipient; (c) show evidence that the proposed training program
wi |l provide appropriate assistance to recipients; (d) describe other
fundi ng sources which may be used for such training; (e) describe the
steps the provider will take to avoid duplication of training avail able
t hrough existing resources; (f) describe the provider's coordination
with prograns and activities funded through the job training partnership
act or other state resources; and (g) such other infornmation as may be
requi red by the conm ssioner of education. No grant shall exceed fifty
percent of total program cost.

4. Eval uation of grant applications. The conm ssioner of education



shal | make grant awards based on evaluation of the following criteria,
at a mnimum (a) The provider's past effectiveness in delivering

trai ning prograns based on denonstrated performance; (b) ability to
provide participants with the skills necessary to fill avail abl e jobs;
(c) the adm nistrative capability to operate such a training program
(d) cost of the proposed program (e) where appropriate, evidence that

t he provider has nade provisions for coordination with other services
avai l abl e from the departnent of econom c devel opnent, the departnent of
| abor, such other state agencies as may be relevant, and | ocal grantees;
and (f) such other factors as the conm ssioner of education shall deem
appropri ate.

5. In the event of a plant closing or substantial |ayoff as defined in
subdi vi sions ten and si xteen of section eight hundred thirty-five of
this article, the state education department shall participate in rapid
response activity and nake avail abl e appropriate resources for training
i nterventions through the regional education centers for economc
devel opnent .

6. In developing projects in response to training needs for dislocated
wor kers or additional dislocated workers, the comm ssioner of education
shal | approve and fund fromthis article, only enployer specific
training projects that have been certified in witing by the substate
grantee as consistent with the area's substate plan after formal
consultation with the state educati on departnent.

7. Funds avail abl e under this paragraph shall be allocated to each
regi on based on a formula which includes the relative nunber of
unenpl oyed i ndi viduals within each region and avail abl e plant cl osing
and substantial |ayoff data published by the departnent under the
per manent mass | ayoff and plant closing statistical series. However,
after March first of each fiscal year, the conm ssioner of education, in
a manner consistent with applicable federal |aw and regul ati ons, shal
reapporti on any anmount of any allocation otherwise due to a region if he
or she determ nes that such amobunt cannot be obligated within such
regi on. Such reapportionnent shall be distributed in a nanner consi stent
with the purposes of this article.






