8§ 841. Regional and denonstration projects. 1. Denonstration
projects. (a) The state unit shall conduct statew de projects and
denonstration prograns to address the needs of distressed industries and
to provide for projects that would |l ead to the devel opnent of innovative
strategies to neet the needs of dislocated workers.

(b) Such projects shall enphasize retraining, and include counseling
and assessnent conponents.

(c) Funding for such projects shall be allocated through a contract
process subject to the state plan and in coordination with the substate
grant ees affected.

(d) Funding for projects and prograns shall be nade available in
annual rounds, by Decenber thirty-first of each fiscal year beginning in
ni net een hundred ei ghty-nine. The departnent shall, by rule, establish
a solicitation and award eval uati on process for funds nade avail able for
this purpose. Such rules shall specify the criteria by which the
departnment shall eval uate proposals and determnm ne which shall receive
fundi ng. The eval uation process shall consider the ability of the
provi der to acconplish the proposal based on past performance,
adm nistrative capability and fiscal responsibility, the innovativeness
of the proposal, the expected inprovenent in the delivery of services
within the area served by the substate grantee, the extent to which
el enents of the proposal nay be replicated in other service areas within
the state, and such other factors as the conm ssioner shall, by rule,
prescri be.

2. Regional projects. The state unit shall provi de extended
retraining and basic readjustnent services directly through the
departnment, through awards to substate grantees or through awards by the
departnment to service providers. Substate grantees shall have preference
in receiving such grants. Such grants shall be nmade avail able from funds
al located to the state pursuant to paragraph (e) of subdivision four of
section eight hundred forty-seven of this article and shall be subject
to such requirenents as are inposed by section eight hundred forty-seven
of this article.



