8§ 650. Statement of public policy. There are persons enployed in some
occupations in the state of New York at wages insufficient to provide
adequat e mai ntenance for thenselves and their famlies. Such enpl oynent
inmpairs the health, efficiency, and well-being of the persons so
enpl oyed, constitutes unfair conpetition agai nst other enployers and
their enpl oyees, threatens the stability of industry, reduces the
pur chasi ng power of enployees, and requires, in nmany instances, that
wages be suppl enented by the paynment of public noneys for relief or
ot her public and private assi stance. Enpl oynent of persons at these
insufficient rates of pay threatens the health and well-being of the
people of this state and injures the overall econony.

Accordingly, it is the declared policy of the state of New York that
such conditions be elimnated as rapidly as practicable w thout
substantially curtailing opportunities for enploynent or earning power.
To this end m ni mum wage standards shall be established and mai nt ai ned.



