8§ 344. Powers. Notwi thstanding any other state or |ocal |aw or
regul ation to the contrary, the special task force shall have the
foll owi ng powers: 1. To inspect books, records and premn ses of
manuf acturers and contractors, with respect to their respective
producti on enpl oyees, to determ ne conpliance with this chapter,
including but not limted to, mninmmwage, overtime conpensati on,
unenpl oynment i nsurance coverage, child |abor and industrial honework
and, if the special task force determ nes that a nmanufacturer or
contractor has violated any provision of this chapter with respect to
its production enployees, to assess and collect, on behalf of the
commi ssioner, an adm nistrative penalty. If the violation is of a
provi sion of this chapter for which the assessnent and coll ection of an
adm nistrative penalty is not otherw se authorized, the special task
force may assess and collect a penalty of up to two hundred fifty
dollars for a first violation and up to five hundred dollars for each
subsequent violation. No penalty shall be |evied pursuant to this
subdi vi si on unl ess the conm ssioner shall provide the violator with
notification of such violation and of the amount of such admi nistrative
penalty by certified mail and with an opportunity to request a hearing
within fifteen days followi ng the receipt of such notice. If a hearing
i's requested, the conm ssioner nmay issue a final order upon such hearing
and a finding that a violation has occurred. If no hearing is requested,
such notice shall becone a final order upon the expiration of the
fifteen-day period. Paynent of such administrative penalty is due when a
final order is issued or when the notice becones a final order. Any
penal ty i nposed pursuant to this subdivision my be recovered with costs
upon an appeal to the appellate division of the suprene court pursuant
to article seventy-eight of the civil practice |aw and rules and upon a
final determ nation that the finding by the comm ssioner was in error.
Any penalty paid pursuant to this subdivision shall be applied to
enforcenment and administrative costs of the special task force;

2. Wen in the course of inspections pursuant to subdivision one
above: (a) To inspect books and records of manufacturers and
contractors, with respect to their respective production enpl oyees,
concerning the deduction and remttance to the proper authorities of al
federal, state and |ocal payroll taxes and to refer to the appropriate



authorities any instance in which there is reasonabl e cause to believe
that the paynent of federal, state and | ocal payroll taxes is being
evaded; and

(b) To inspect prem ses of nmanufacturers and contractors, with respect
to their respective production enpl oyees, to determ ne conpliance with
concerning state or |local building codes, state or local fire codes,
| aws or regulations and state or |ocal health codes, |aws or regul ations
and to refer to the appropriate authorities any instance in which there
i s reasonabl e cause to believe that a violation of such codes, |aws or
regul ati ons exists; and to imedi ately evacuate and cl ose any premi ses
deened by a special task force investigator trained in accordance with
section three hundred forty-six of this article to recognize fire code
violations, to be a serious violation of the applicable fire code; and
to refer such violation imediately to the appropriate |ocal
aut horities; and

(c) To take action authorized by this article necessary to inplenent
its provisions.



